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fesincrtare’s 
— postpone 
games 


By BOB BROOKS 


See 


they would not be backing it 
financially. 

The Warriors President and 
Vice President, Angelo 


situation that has 
been fermenting 
quietly apparently for 


several weeks, eventually 


ecently a game in Scotland conditions, would have been come fe pote point on the Bovey i viding tect 
4 i i ‘i weekend, 
aon Saar cues 5 Soa AUD CHEESE The first result was the support. However they 
igh winds’. Fix pon EOuel, postponement of the game _ withdrew late last week and 
start,or may be abandoned part While acknowledging that the between Collingwood — the deep troubles of the Club 


way through, because of snow, 
icy pitches, being waterlogged. 
If the referee can stand on the 
centre circle and see both goals 
then the game goes on even if 
the fans.can’t see what is 
happening because of fog. 

Why then do players have to take 
the field in extreme temperatures 


Ericsson Cup goes through the 
whole summer, it needs to be 
remembered that the participants 
are fully match fit, as they have 
been playing since September. 
There is no sound reason to kick — 
off in February. March is quite early 
enough. Competitions should 
continue in full flight through 


became obvious. 

The Warriors are believed 
to have debts of $60,000 but 
that figure could be multiplied 
more than five times if they 
were to see out the rest of the 
Season. 

Despite using the 
Collingwood name and 
playing at Victoria Park, the 


Warriors and UTS’ Olympic. 
Doubtless some players were 
bewildered by the decision but 
when the Players Association 
became involved there was 
probably no alternative. 

According to reports the 
Collingwood players had not 
been paid for some time. 
How this is going to be 


with high humidity? 

There should be figures set and 
when either or both are exceeded 
the game is postponed. 

In both Sydney and Melboume 
over the second weekend of 
February, the hottest month for 
both cities, the respective State 
Federation competitions kicked off. 
The conditions were described as 


September and end the first 


weekend of October. Spring in both | 
major State capitals is usually cool 
to mild and humidity is moderate. 

~ Conditions for all concemed are 
pleasant in September. Players are 
fully match fit after six months of 


competition. The national 


competition is kicking off in early 


October. Therefore there is 


resolved. is unclear. With the 
low numbers attending the 
Warriors home games that 
source of revenue can never 
have met the budget. 
Collingwood Football 
(Aussie Rules) Club made it 
clear at the beginning of the 
Ericsson Cup season that 
despite the fact that they 
endorsed the Soccer venture, 


Rules club have not put 
money into the venture. 
Unconfirmed reports on 
Sunday suggested that the 
Warriors would play the 
remainder of the season under 
the backing of the football 
club, contrary to what CFC 
chief executive John May said 
on the SBS program, ‘On The 
Ball’ on Sunday moming. 


stifling in both cities. 

The possibility of heat exhaustion 
in these circumstances is very high. 
It can show its results during the 
game, afterwards in the dressing 
rooms, overnight or even in the 
next few days. 

Drinking water can help to 
alleviate dehydration but too much 
can result in stomach cramps or 
bloating. What affect does a 
stomach full of water have on a 
player's ability to perform on the 
field? 

Players generally assemble for 
pre-season training early in the New 
Year. They need six to eight weeks 
to become fit enough for 
competitive matches. This season 
they have had possibly five weeks. 
Surely less than desirable. 

The few spectators who ventured 
out in temperatures up to 38 
Cegrees Celsius in Sydney, with 
relatively high humidity and in 
Melboume’s fumace-like 


continuity from State to National. 

There are a finite number of 
potential spectators. What is the 
sense of competing for one extra 
month for the same group of 
people? Then leaving September 
virtually empty? 

In NSW the closing states of the 
Waratah Cup are held in 
September, National League clubs 
join with the remaining State 
League survivors as the Cup heads 
towards the Final. 

That is all well and good but i 
most clubs have finished playing as | 
they have been knocked out of the © 
Cup. 

Doctors, physiologists and 
players should meet with officials 
and discus the sense of putting 
players at risk of injury and illness 
in excruciating circumstances 
through extremes of weather 
before someone is seriously hurt, 
either physically or mentally. 


Kimon Taladoros: “The players are devastated.” 


“The ideal scenario would offer. 
be if Collingwood Warriors The innocent victims of 
were self funding and the episode, the players, were 
without any support from the _ left wondering what was to 
football club. become of them. 

“We need to focus on our “The players are 
football activities. We'd love devastated,” said club 
to have the Warriors or Captain Kimon Taliadoros. 
anyone else play at Victoria “There is just disbelief 
Park but we don’t want to around the club at what has 
have to manage or fund happened, particularly after 
them.” the good start we had to the 
CFC were asked to put season.” 
half the money to make sure These difficulties must 
the club survives until the make Carlton seriously 
end of the season with consider their future in the 
Bouzis and Dardalis Ericsson Cup. Although the 
contributing the other half, Blues appear to be entering 
but they dec! and Bouzis the Soccer scene in a more 
and Dardalis withdrew their _ business like fashion. 
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Marconi strugg 


Marconi 


Ma’ with a lack- 
justre display 
struggled to a 1-0 win over 
visiting Gippsland Falcons 
last Saturday night at 
Marconi Stadium to earn 
their third straight victory 
as they slowly lift themselves 
up the league ladder, 

Marconi’s dynamic striker, 
Sean Babic streaked down the 
left to whip in a cross infield 
for midfielder Vlado Zoric to 
nail the target with his left 
foot from the edge of the box. 
The goal came just 10 minutes 
before the break. 

But Marconi almost 
squandered two precious 
league points with just two 
minutes left of play, when 
Falcons’ midfielder Nick 
Palamaras hit the base of the 
left post with a back heeler. 

Falcons excellent 
goalkeeper, Jim Kourtis kept 


risbane coach Frank 

Farina did plenty of- 
talking to get Australia 
under 20 midfielder Kasey 
Wehrman to Brandon Park 
for Friday night’s game 
against Wollongong City. 

Tt paid off in a big way as 
Wehrman laid on all the goals 
in his team’s 4-0 St Valentine 
Day’s massacre of the 
Wolves. 

Wehrman had been in 
Adelaide for the Young 
Socceroos camp and was 
supposed to play in Friday 
night’s game against the 
Japanese under 20 side. 

However, coach Les 
Scheinflug decided to release 
Wehrman to play with his 
club. 

On a heavy ground, 
Brisbane adopted the right 
tactics and Wollongong were 
never able to contain 
Webrman. 

They soaked up pressure 
from the home team, knocked 
the ball wide and never really 
Jooked under threat. 

In contrast, Wollongong 
continually “ploughed” their 
way up the middle. leaving 
their wide players starved of 
the ball and their lack of 
variety made things a lot 
easier for Brisbane, 

Farina said after the game 
Wehrman had been 
outstanding and he had been 
over the moon about the result 
after three defeats, 

“Our tactics worked well 
aad Kasey was outstanding 
considering he had been in 
camp all week,” Farina said, 

“We looked good in attack 
and kept a clean sheet - 
something that I am relieved 


about after our recent 
performances.” 
Wolves coach Nick 


Theodorakopoulos said that, 
“it hurt” and must now 
remedy the problems he has at 
the back. 

His gamble to call Steve 
Laybutt into the side to mark 
Wehrman failed and he now 
faces two tough away games 
against Newcastle and South 
Melbourne. 

“T will have to consider 
changes,” he said. 

Brisbane went ahead after 


his side in the match with 
some vital saves. 

Just three minutes before 
Marconi scored, Babic from 
eighteen metres on the turn 
smacked the drive well on 
target but the Falcon 
custodian spun quickly to tip 
the ball over the bar. 

Right on half time Kourtis 
once again made a 
magnificent save from a Brad 
Maloney rocketing drive 
which also was well on target. 

The match never rose to 
any great heights and in fact it 
was the Falcons who in the 
second session took the match 
to Marconi especially when 
coach Frank Arok introduced 
explosive striker Joe Tricarico 
into the game. 

In the 75th minute central 
marker, Claudio Canosa 
narrowly missed the target as 
he guided his looping header 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 


ct over Marconi’s 
horizontal, 
Although = Marconi’s 


captain and striker Andy 
Harper desperately tried to 
liven his side into action, poor 
support play left Marconi 
lacking peneration. 

Manfred Schaeffer was 
forced to replace Francis 
Awaritefe at the break after 
the lanky striker had been 
booked early on. Youth team 
midfielder, Mark Robertson 
came on as the replacement. 
The Marconi boss was 
wanting to give the blond 
midfielder a run in readiness 
for next Sunday’s big clash at 
Parramatta Stadium with 
tunaway league leaders 
Sydney United. Awaritefe will 
miss this match with an 
automatic suspension. 

Falcons most enterprising 
player, former international 


Stergiopoul 
76); Kmcevic, Foy 
{Tricarico 62). 


striker, Eddie Krncevic 
dropped back into midfield in 
the second half desperately 
trying to instigate some 
forward thrusts by the visitors, 
but his efforts were wasted. 

In the Marconi dressing 
rooms Schaeffer stated to 
ABSW, “We should have 


= ‘o newcomers to th: 
e ield Wedr 


Marconi: Awaritefe 
(18), Robertson (59), 
oe (84), 

Gippsland: Gotis 
(22), Stergiopoulos 
(28), Foy (61), 


St. Valentine's Day massacre) 
Wollongong Wolves 


. 

0 By FHL MunPHy Brisbane Strikers 4 
26 minutes, Wehrman froma Wehrman cross. then provided a classic cross Damian Waugh, a capture 
knocking the ball forward and Nine minutes after the for Cranney to knock in his from Brisbane City in the 


Troy Cranney slotting it home 
after winning a race with 
goalkeeper Brett Hughes. 

Tt was 2-0 after Farina sent 
a glancing header past Hughes 


tg nae cal Van 


Hews (BS), I-Horsley 
(WW). 


Kasey Wehrman: 
Outstanding for 
visitors, All the goals 
came from his work. 


interval it was Wehrman to 
Brown and he outpaced the 
defence to make to 3-0. It may 
have looked monotonous to 
Wolves fle but Wehrman 


opposition score. 


of the situation. 


Call us and give it a try. 


Ww: betting on Soccer (or any other sport for that 
matter) you may think that the bookmaker holds 
all the aces, He has access to an enormous data base of 
past results, receives up to the minute information on 
players’ form and fitness and always seems to be one 
step ahead of you. Want to even things up? 

Live betting on a match gives you the chance. You're 
watching the same TV picture as the bookie, and can follow 
the ebb and flow of the game just as well as he can (or even 
better if he is continually on the phone trading). The 
bookmaker must constantly reframe his market on the game 
and this is where he can make mistakes. To take advantage 
you too must frame your own market and strike while the 
iron is hot. When a goal is scored be ready to call your 
bookmaker and don’t be afraid to back your own judgement, 
you're just as likely to be right as he is. I 

Live betting has a number of advantages over traditional 
fixed-odds Soccer betting. Firstly you don’t haye-to rush to 
get your bet on before kick-off - you can bet at any time 
during the ninety minutes, all through extra-time and right 
up until the last penalty is scored or missed. 

The real excitement in live betting is that you can have an 
interest right up until the final whistle. If your team is leading 
in an important cup tie with only a few minutes left then you 
can back the other side to equalise (or even win) at very 
attractive odds, easing the pain considerably should the 


If the match you're watching tums out to be a real end to 
end affair with goals galore then the odds will fluctuate wildy 
throughout. If you’re clever enough: in your trading then it’s 
perfectly possible to find yourself in a no-lose situation 
towards the end of the match and you can sit back and watch 
the drama unfold knowing you’ ve made a healthy profit, 

Remember too that the bookmaker might have large 
liabilities on one team and therefore is trying to lay the other 
one. In this case the odds on offer may not truly reflect the 
state of the game and you should be ready to take advantage 


Live betting is the most exciting form of gambling 
around. You can tackle the bookmaker on an even playing 
field and back a winner right up to the end of the match. 


second on the far post. 

Even though Webrman was 
replaced after 68 minutes, he 
turned in a man-of-the-match 
performances. 


Mark Read's 
ie to 


XXXX League, made his 
Ericsson Cup debut. He did 
the job asked of him by his 
astute first season coach, 
Farina. 
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over Falcons 
Gippsland Falcons 


scored three or four more three points as we go up the 


goals but their keeper made —_ ladder and start to worry about 
some excellent saves. At this next Sunday’s match against 
stage I'm just happy with the United.” 


Parramatta City | 
Sporting Club Inc. 


U21 and 1ST 
GRADE PLAYERS 


2nd division State League 
Bonus for 1st grade players 
TRIALS, TUESDAYS & 
THURSDAYS, 7PM SHARP 
VENUE: Eric Primrose 
Reserve, Rydalmere. 
COACH: Michael Johnson 
Phone: 9§2§ 5811 
| 1996 U21 Grand Final winners 
1996 U18 Major semi finalists 


Mark Read's 
Darwin All Sports 


Sports betting on all major International Events 


Brisbane 
1-0 


Saturday 22nd February 


S. Melbourne Halt time/full time 


Singles, multiples and handicap betting, 
plus correct scores and half-time/full-time 
betting on all Ericsson Cup matches 


Fax: 


MANY OTHER PLAYERS AND SCORES 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 


Opening an account is easy:— 


Phone: 08 89 41 8330 
08 89 41 8339 


Internet: Bad eb eacchellere ak clin 


Licensed by the government of the Northern Territory, AUSTRALIA 
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Perth Glory 


AS uninspired 
performance by Perth 
Glory, combined with the 
vigorous attitude of lowly 
Newcastle Breakers, set up a 
surprise 2-0 victory at Perth 
Oval to the visitors, their 
first of the season away from 


“Certainly the absence of 
Bobby (Despotovski) and 
Vinko (Buljubasic) told on 
us,” said Perth coach Gary 
Marocchi who gave his side a 
roasting behind closed doors 
after the match. 

“But even though 
Newcastle were winners here. 
I think they have left it too 
late to be top-six contenders,” 
said Marocchi. “We gave 


cham 


away two very soft goals, and 
you can’t afford to do that if 
you want to be a top-six side. 
We had some very good 
chances, but we never took 
them. It just wasn’t our day.” 

But a jubilant Newcastle 
Coach John Kosmina, who 
was full of praise for his 
young charges, is still 
confident his side can make 
the play-offs. 

“Arriving in Perth 48 hours 
before the match instead of 
the usual 24 made a big 
difference,” he said. “And the 
one thing that came-out of the 
game that pleased me was 
how hard our midfield 
worked, which stopped the 
Glory from moving forward. 


Melbourne Knights 


drian Cervinski’s 90th 

imute goal may yet 

save Melbourne Knights’ 

chances of a berth in the 
finals play-offs. 

But, although it rescued a 
point, it cannott disguise the 
fact that the Knights have 
failed to win a game at 
Knights Stadium since round 
it. 

In a way, they were lucky 
to get something out of this 
game at all 

United scored early and 
didn’t look troubled, although 
the Knights did enjoy greater 
possession in the second half, 
but until Cervinski’s last gasp 
equaliser, three points looked 


to be heading for Sydney. 

Just five minutes into the 
match, Joe Didulica almost 
gifted a goal to the visitors A 
poor kick out was seized upon 
by the league’s leading scorer, 
David Zdrilic, but Didulica 
spared his own blushes with a 
terrific one armed save. 

He wasn’t'so lucky five 
minutes later when Robert 
Enes blasted in a shot from the 
edge of the box. 

Zdrilic had another shot 
that went just over the bar 
shortly afterwards, but he 
along with strike partner, 
Antel Milicic, were 
disappointing and both were 
substituted late in the game. 


a were always hungry cat 
the ball, and kept possession 
under pressure. We now need 
to win six out of the next eight 
to move into the top-six, 
which is not Sars us” 

A ious off-side move 
enabled Newcastle to take the 
lead after 12 minutes through 
Liam McGuire, who had the 
simple task of bulging the net 
after Glory goalie Vince 
Matassa froze to a deceptive 
through ball from Glen Sprod. 

A strangely spiritless Perth 
forward-line consisting of Vas 
Kalogeracos, Paul Strudwick 
and Alan Mackenzie struggled 
for success all day. 
Kalogeracos had two of the 
better scoring opportunities, 


Breakers a 


By RICHARD KREIDER 


especially in the 40th minute 
when he took too long to put 
away a clever Scott Miller 
centre, and then shot over 
from fifteen metres out a 
minute after the restart. 
Mackenzie, who was 
making a comeback from a 
knee injury he received 
against West Adelaide in 
October, had an equalising 
chance two minutes later after 
Paul McVittie headed a deep 


a pack of players to put 
Newcastle further in front. 
With nearly an hours play 
past, Perth were given more 
proof that it wasn’t going to 
be their day, even with most 
of the 11,546 crowd urging 
them on, when Referee 
Wayne Dade ignored a strong 
penalty claim, after Strudwick 
was dragged down by his shirt 
inside the box. The talented 
winger also needed four 


Stradwick throw to his feet, stitches to the back of the head 
but Liam Baker made a superb after he copped an elbow late 
smothering save. in the game. 


Three minutes further on, 
disaster struck the home side 
again, when Mark Wilson 
headed home a Troy Halpin 
comer at the near post through 


Even the introduction of 
substitutes Marc Wingell (his 
first match) and Peter 
Vukmirovic for Mackenzie 
and Doug Ithier proved 


As has been the case for 
most of the season, the 
Knights only avenue for a goal 
looked to be Andrew Marth. 

He tested Zeljko Kalac 
close to half time with a 
header after Ice Kutlesovski 


ry were 
inflicted with only their 
second defeat in ten games. 
Finally, Matassa managed 
to keep the score respectable 


Sydney United 


place to clear off the line. 
Another 


up substitute Joe Caleta but 
Mark Babic was in the right 


substitute, 
United’s Jason Culina, nearly 
made sure of a win with a 


/ ERICSSON: Z 


advance 


Newcastle Breakers 2 


a breathtaking save that 
denied a dipping long-range 
effort from Scott Thomas right 
on full-time. 


pions still in race 


1 By DWYGHT TUFFNELL 


Hyde performance from us,” 
said United coach Branko 
Culina. 

“Tn the first half, we were a 
three or four goal better side.” 


sizzling shot from just outside 
the area. 
Then, on the stroke of 
midnight, Lubo Lapsansky 
sent in a low cross for 
Cervinski who shot past Kalac 
high into the net. 

“The second half was very 
ordinary) it was Jekyll and 


had flicked on a Tom 
Pondeljak cross. 
United looked to be 
cruising and just bottled things 
up after half time, although 
they had a mini scare with 
fourteen minutes to go. 

Ante Kovaceyi’c cross set 


Sunday ye aa 
YOUTH LEAGUE 4.°pm 
Special Entertainment 


& F .. 
3 = ee MA 
Mark Wilson: Applied the knockout blow with a headed second goal for the Breakers prsinton gs , 
In Perth. — 
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Sharks 


West Adelaide 


‘est Adelaide midfielder 

Ross Aloisi assumed 
the role of striker on 
Sunday, as his side sent 
Canberra Cosmos to a 4-1 
defeat in a one-sided match 
at Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Had it not been for the early 
brilliance of Cosmos 
goalkeeper Anthony 
Giannasca or the poor 
finishing by West Adelaide's 
forwards, the night could have 
been a lot worse for the 
league’s bottom side. 

Sharks striker Andrew 
Borghetto had three easy 
chances to score but scuffed 
two shots and blasted another 
over the crossbar to keep 
Canberra in a match it should 
have been out of by half time. 

Olyroo Aloisi started the 
second half goal avalanche in 
the 52nd minute when he 
waltzed through the midfield, 
sized his shot up and then 
curled the ball past Giannasca 
into the top right corner of the 

oal, 


He rose’ to the occasion 
again in the 79th minute 
climbing high to head home a 
cross from Alex Castro to 
make it 2-0, 


Canberra forward Tony 
Lemezina, who was tireless 
through the match, nodded 
home a corner kick from 
Norman Kelly in the 83rd 
minute to make it 2-1 and give 
his side some hope. 

But West striker Jim 
Tsekinis chimed in with a 
well-taken shot from a tight 
angle in the 90th minute while 
three minutes into stoppage 
time, substitute Richie 
Alagich hammered a 25 metre 
drive across the face of goal 
into the corner of the net. 

While the result was 
convincing, West could have 
counted itself lucky. Canberra 
came close to ruining West’s 
party when a shot by 
unmarked substitute Lachlan 
Amnstrong hit the crossbar. 

The visitors were forced to 
play the last 17 minutes with 
10 men after defender Ante 
Juric was sent off by referee 
Barry Panella for a second 
shirt-pulling foul on Tsekinis. 

The win put West into the 
top six but the catalogue of 
missed chances was a concern 
for coach Adrian Santrac. 

Tsekinis, while not having 
many chances himself, was a 


South Melbourne 


delaide City took 
e of a ten man 
South Melbourne team who 
had defender Alex 
Kuzmanovic sent off for 
allegedly elbowing Zebras 
striker Dino Mennillo in the 
face. The incident resulted 
when Nick Orlic was 
penalised for handling the 
ball in the penalty area. 

Senior linesman Perry Mur 
spotted the penalty incident in 
which Orlic handled the ball. 
A push and shove incident 
resulted when Kuzmanovic 
clashed with Mennillo, 
Tesulting in Kuzmanovic being 
given his marching orders. 

‘The teams were evened up 
when Adelaide had Sergei 
Vaskin sent off in the 88 
minute after two yellow cards, 
the second caution coming 
when he clashed with Fausto 
De Amicis. 

With the two best defences 
in the competition on view, 
Adelaide led by captain Alex 
Tobin ad man of the match 
Milan Ivanovic.proved to be 
the better on the night. 

It was a strikers nightmare 
out on the park with forwards 
such as Michael Curcija and 
Ivan Kelic for the Lakers, 
Michael Brooks and Mennillo 
for the Zebras, not being 
given the freedom they 
usually have. 

Both teams had 
opportunities in the first half, 
Souths’ best falling to Curcija, 
who had his volley brilliantly 
saved by Jason Petkovic via a 
cross from De Amicis in the 
33rd minute. 

City’s best chance was 
created when a Vaskin cross 
was met by Brooks who 
powered the ball-over the 
crossbar from close range. 

South Melbourne had the 
opportunity to take the lead 
when a Paul Trimboli back 
header narrowly sailed over 


the crossbar three minutes into 
the second stanza. 

The fireworks began in the 
55th minute when an Angelo 
Costanzo cross was handled 
by Orlic and linesman Mur 
had no hesitation in waving 
his flag for a penalty. 

Tobin’s spotkick was well 
struck sending Lakers’ 
goalkeeper Petkovic the 
wrong way. The sending off 
brought the best out of the 
Zebras who took advantage of 
the extra man. Playing with 
ten men South Melbourne 
looked unsettled in defence. 

Adelaide put the result 
beyond Souths reach when 
they increased their lead in the 
69th minute. 

A John Gibson corner was 
met by right back Bradley 
Armour who’s strike was too 
powerful for Petkovic to hold 
and Brooks followed up to put 
the loose ball into the goal. 

Adelaide knowing they had 
the game won pulled everyone 
back to protect the two goal 
lead making it difficult for the 
Lakers to open their account. 

South Melbourne would not 
die as they pushed forward on 
numerous occasions in search 
for a goal. Substitute Bill 
Damianos let fly with 3 
thunderous volley that flew 
just wide in the 77th minute. 

Vaughan Coveny also had 
an opportunity to score, but 
his header hit the crossbar in 
the 89th minute. 

Adelaide coach John 
Nyskohus was all smiles after 
the game as his team moved 
into third position on league 
ladder. 

“I! am ecstatic, I honestly 
think we got what we deserve, 
it was a terrific win for my 
boys as I rate South very 
highly,” he remarked. 

‘When questioned about the 
Kuzmanovic sending off 
Nyskobus said, “he (Mennillo) 


4 
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Ross Alolsi: Star of the show for the Sharks. 


South 
Melbourne: 
Petkovic, Orlic, 
Nuzmanovic, Blatsis, 
Panopoulos, Trimboli 
(Spink 78), tosifidis, 
Clarkson, Curcija 
({Damianos 61), Kelic 
(Coveny 68), De 


Amicis. 

Adelaide City: 
Petkovic, Armour, 
Yates, Ivanovic, Tobin: 
Costanzo, Hassell, 
Mennillo, Gibson, 
Brooks (Dodd 86), 
Vaskin. 

Scorers: 

ADELAIDE CITY: Tobin 
(55 pen), Brooks{69). 
Yellow cards: 


S-Ivanovic (AC); 
2-Biatsis (SM); 


was elbowed in the face by 
Kuzmanovic, you can see it on 
the television replay if its 
shown.” 

South Melbourne coach 
Angie Postecoglou mentioned 
that that he did not see the 
incident and that he could not 
comment. 


Zebras earn their stripes 


By JOHN RIGAS 


© Adelaide City 


Cosmos 


Canberra Cosmos 1 


constant 
Canberra. 

He set Borghetto up to poke 
home a goal in the 16th 
minute but the left foot shot 
skidded off his boot wide of 
the post. 


headache 


Alex Tobin: Zebras skipper leading the former 
champions slowly back up the ladder. 
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"CUSTOM FITS" SH 


NEW TECHNOLOGY 


INGUARDS 


former S0ccer0 and Coach 


He did a similar thing early 
in the second half and in the 
64th minute broke the offside 
trap but with only Giannasca 
to beat, he skied his hoe 


aw 
TAS yh 


vescra 


= 


SOG 


over the bar and was soon 


POSITIONS 
VACANT 


Fer furthey 


all engutrier 
018 2767 63 


Balmain 
Tigers 
Soccer Club 


NSW FEDERATION DIVISION FOUR 


Strapper/Physio 
1ST GRADE SQUAD 


Pees nneet 


U/21 SQUAD 
Goalkeeper urgently required 
for the Club's elite 
U/13 YOUTH 
LEAGUE SQUAD 


and 


1ST and 2ND GRADE 
PLAYERS WANTED 


TUESDAYS 6.45 
Callan Park, 

Rozelle Hospital 
Wharf Road, 
Rozelle. 


of Salmatns 


Sponsored by:— 


Trials and Training on:— 


Contact:— 
ROY LAWRENCE (Coach) 


0418 409 206 


STEVE REYNOLDS (Sccretary) 


02 9870 2655 


Come and experience the 


THURSDAYS 6.45 
Birchgrove Oval. 
Grove Street, 
Birchgrove. 


Soccer etith 


The Cat & Fiddle Hotel and Datacom Internet Services 


FEATURES: 

The OPTIFIT features OSi8, a material that enables you to custom fit this af, 
guard to your shin. Cc 
When moistened and wrapped to the leg the initially soft OSi8 material > 

J Ey hardens In the exact shape of your shin, resultin: 


Remove one shin guard from foil package. thoroughly wet 
front and back. : 
Place shin guard on one leg In desired position. Use strap Send your Cheque or 
to fasten guard In palce. = 
Tightly wrap the entire guard to your leg with enclosed 
bandage and allow 25 minutes to harden on your leg. 
Unwrap bandage and remove shin guard from your leg. 
Put guard in safe place for one hour. Allow It to harden properly. 

SS, Patent #'s: 4869048, 4899738, 5454780, 5455658, International Patents Pending. 


in a super fight, ultra 


protective ry with a perfect fit and ercerironalia low profile. 


PRICE: ONLY 


Order Plus $5. 


IMPORTER & DISTRIBUTOR 
‘CAPPE SPORT (AUST) 
379 HOMER STREET, 
EARLWOOD, 

2286 NSW AUSTRALIA 
TEL: (02) 9789 6433 
FAX: (02) 9789 3784 
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BLACKTOWN 
SYDNEY 


Dear Sir, 

Peter Kunz letter (ABSW 
4/2/97) certainly hits the nail 
on the head when he says 
Sydney needs a powerful non 
ethnic team in order to have a 
chance of drawing support 
from the “masses”. Last 
season I decided it was time 
to start supporting the local 
product and went to many 
games at Edensor Park, 
Leichhardt and Marconi 
Stadium. Much as I enjoyed 
the standard of football on 
display at almost every game, 
to an Anglo-Celt what was 
teally missing was feeling 
part of the crowd. You can 
feel pretty invisible in a 
crowd when you do not 
understand a word being said 
arourd you. Being part of the 


the crowd a lot is missing, 

I think Blacktown City 
would be a good club to be 
supported into the major 
league. It is well located for 
transport and with the 
imminent opening of the new 
morotway would be in easy 
reach from Sydney's north 
shore. The north west is a 
strong football area and 
Blacktown could be the club 
of the north west as well as 
the west. I seem to recall talk 
of a Blacktown return to the 
NSL a couple of years ago but 
it seems only teams with AFL 
connections are getting the 
nod at present. 

Sandy Watt, 
KINGS LANGLEY NSW. 
Editors Note: It will take a 


combined effort to put into 


“tf 

BOX 155, 

MARRICKVILLE 
NSW 2204 


Fax: (02)9550-9332 


| short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


BIGGER 
GROUND IN 
PERTH 


Dear Sir, 

Tf it’s true that the next two 
home games are a sellout in 
Perth as Bob Brooks has 
quoted on Page 2, February 11 
(and I have no reason to doubt 
him), then where are they 
going to play their last three 
home games against the top 
sides which will be Sydney 
United, Brisbane Strikers and 
South Melbourne. Perth Glory 
officials and David Hill as 
well need to look for a bigger 
ground to handle at least 


30,000 spectators, and it needs 
to be looked into now not at 
the last minute when it could 
be too late. Subiaco is a good 
option in March before the 
AFL season starts, and the 
WACA Ground should be 
available in April and May 
when the cricket season is 
over. The last thing Soccer 
(Football) needs or can afford 
to do is turn away potential 
new followers to the game. 
Dominic Scullino, 
HELENSVALE QLD. 


crowd is half the enjoyment 


Practice what you suggest. 
and if you do not feel part of 


_Laudrup ANd | 
Massaro 
_ rescheduled 


iting stars of the World 
Game has been re-scheduled for 
tonight, Tuesday February 18 at 
Marconi Stadium. 

Former Italian great Daniel 
Massaro, will be turning out for 
Marconi Fairfield while Vissel F* 
Kobe from Japan have the Dane, 
Michael Laudrup as one of their 
top players. 

Swiss World Cup representative 
Thomas Bickel is also on the 
visiting J-League side's team list ¥ 
and is expected to display his skills 
for the fans. 

The game gets underway at 7.00pm. 

It was cancelled last Wednesday due to 
the torrential downpour which soaked Sydney for three days. 
‘There will be a small cover charge. 


Marconi Internet address 
http://www.pip.com.au/clubmarconi 
Email: clubmarconi@pip.com.au 


Dear Sir, 

It comes as no surprise, to see 
Dominic Scullino’s name appear once 
more in the letters pages of ABSW 
(472/97) this time in reply to a letter of 
mine, appearing in ABSW (28/1/97) 
regarding his comments on an 8 team 
NSL competition excluding Newcastle 
and Wollongong. Suffice it to say that 
Dominic and I don't share similar 
views on a number of points. He also 
States that some of my response has 
“merit and truth”, 

The points I take exception to, Mr 
Scullino, are where you state my letter 
is full of half truths, plenty of 
exaggerations and no imagination? 

I challenge you and any others 
doubting my integrity to re-read my 
letter (28/1/97) and seriously tell me 
where the half truths and exaggerations 
are. As for no imagination on my 
operate, you/ve got enough of that for 
both of us. V'll leave the “emotional 
nonsense” comment alone — it's not 
worth responding to. You also say that 
the crowds that Townsville are now 


getting for ARL matches and may get 
for Super League games, will also turn 
out for soccer. This is pure conjecture 
on your part. 

Now to the main points of contention 
in your reply. first, you say it doesn’t 
matter (to you) if Sydney is 7-8 or 10 
times bigger in population than 
Newcastle. Well, it matters to me. You 
got it wrong and I corrected you, after 
all we don’t want any more “half 
truths”, do we? 

Second point, I-didn’t forget or 
intend to say how many London teams 
there are compared to Manchester, 
Liverpool and Newcastle, UK (not 


Birmingham, as you mistakenly added). 
The point was, that in general, the 
teams based in those smaller cities 
often outdraw those based in London. 
Third point, 1 do concede 
Newcastle's crowds are not what they 
should (or could) be, but obviously you 
would have to live in Newcastle or 
understand the way things are here, 
Socially and economically, to know I’m 
not exaggerating when I stated that the 
unemployment factor, the city having 
no NSL club from 1987 to 1991/92 and 
the previous management and debt 
problems of the Breakers, have all 
contributed to the disillusionment and 
disinterest of many former fans. The 
advent of the Newcastle Knights (ARL) 
and other nationally competitive teams 
inother codes since, has also had some 
effect on crowd loyalty, but I can 
assure you, real soccer fans have never 
treated Newcastle's NSL involvement 
as a novelty. Although soccer in this 
city has much more competition that it 
did in the late 1970's, the Breaker's 
crowds and popularity will rise with a 
few big names signings, more regular 
home wins and a top five challenge. It 
won't happen over night, but it will 


pen. 

Lastly, Mr Scullino, if nothing else, 
your consistency of letter writing is 
your main stay and some of your points 
have made sense (our involvement in 
Asian soccer is one). I've enjoyed our 
“literary joust” (it didn't hurt a bit) 
and that's the truth! 


Ross Greig, 
NEW LAMBTON, NSW. 
Editors Note: Now, now you blokes, 


enough is enough, 


Youth League 
Players Wanted for its 


U/13 to U/16 


YOUTH COACH 
WANTED FOR 


U/13 


For further 
details cautact:— 


JM 04189604686 o 
95672363 
tony 018419183 


SEEKING SENIOR AND RESERVES 
COACHES FOR 1997 SEASON 


here have been 

various ideas over the 

years which have 
called for the formation of a 
team in Sydney, playing in 
the national league, which 
everyone can support. One 
man, Claudio Barbatto has 
carried this ‘dream’ for 
more than three decades, In 
the following article he 
expands on this concept. 

“When in July 1995 it was 
announced to a world wide 
audience of over 3 billion, 
that Sydney would be the 
venue for the 24th Olympiad, 
it was without a doubt the 
start of the most important 
sporting event that Sydney 
has, or will ever, stage. 

For it heralded the 
beginning of two important 
reasons as to why I was 
motivated to pursue a dream 
that in fact first came to my 
mind in the mid 1960s, when 
Soccer in this country was at 
its peak. 


The first reason is that, it 


brought together, for a single 
moment, people from every 
nationality, whether an 
Australian from Anglo 
extraction, or Italian, Chinese 
or from any other part of the 
world. For the first time we 
all felt that we were proud to 
be from the city of Sydney. 
The belonging to one single 
entity, Sydney. The second 
was the appointment of David 
Hill as the Chairman of 
Soccer Australia, which is to 
be commended, as despite his 
unorthodox style he has been 
the only one with enough 
guts, courage, and vision to 
take Australian Soccer into 
the next century. A step that 
his predecessors never even 
got close to, as for many 
years Australian Soccer had 
lived in the twilight zone, 
lacking zest, imagination and 
character. Unless drastic steps 
were taken at once, the 
damage would have been 
irreversible. It was because of 
his appointment that I gained 


the urge to push forward. I 
perceived that here was a man 
who shared the same dream, 
the same vision as myself. I 
recall in a direct interview via 
satellite from London by a 
local Sydney _ based 
commercial station, David 
Hill was quoted as saying, 
“Australian Soccer, I believe 
is a sleeping giant with 
enormous potential which 
simply so far has never been 
fully tapped.” 

This finally convinced me 
as to why he had to do this. 
For given the right stimulant 
Sydneysiders would support 
anything providing the 
product presented appealed to 
Soccer followers in general. It 
was then, that I toyed with the 
idea of recruiting the right 
people in what was about to 
be the most challenging 
project ever attempted in 
Australian Soccer. This was 
the implementation of 
creating a base from which to 
launch a full professional 


Soccer team for the people of 
Sydney to go into the 21st 
century. It would take a 
minimum of four hard years 
of planning, quite an arduous 
task at that. After weeks of 
advertising, six professional 
people were recruited in their 
own right all having 
something special to offer and 
all sharing the same common 
dream, vision and motivation. 
It consisted of two 
Englishmen, an Italian, a 
Croat, a Dutchman and not 
least an American the only 
Jady in the group. So on the 
18th August 1995 our first 
meeting took place signalling 
a historic step had taken 
place. Unfortunately six 
months into the project it had 
to be temporarily placed on 
hold and the group forced to 
dismantle. 

In the light of recent 
developments, such as 
Collingwood joining the 
Ericsson Cup, other aussie 
nules, and rugby league clubs 
showing interest, it has 
opened the path once more to 
seriously consider the idea of 
putting a fully professional 
Soccer team on the park for 
the people of Sydney!” 
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That is the vision of 


Claudio. There have been 
numerous calls, conversations 
and occasional letters on the 
very same subject, 

It’s time for the next step, 
the time to bring interested 
parties together, the time to 
step forward into the future, 

This is not an emotional 
longing in the heart but a hard 
headed business decision just 
waiting to be exploited. With 
the proper marketing and 
organisation, success is 
guaranteed, 

A suggested approach is 
for interested organisations to 
teke shares in the new club, 
this could easily include an 
overseas giant becoming 
involved. 

This project is for the 
visionaries not the 
reactionaries, those people 
who want to be a part of 
potentially the most exciting 
sports opportunity ever 
offered in Sydney. 

You may register your 
interest by sending details of 
what you have to offer to this 
exciting project, to this paper. 
See page 2 for our address. 


wow 
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@outact: STEVE 


(03) 9469 


) 2195 


Atl Players wetcome 


for 


TUES & THURS AT 6.30PM 
Cowcug Eveute: 

5 A-SIDE TOURNAMENT 

SUNDAY 23RD FEB 1997 


Ist Prize $500 


CALL PAUL FOR DETAILS 


0419 500 366 


By PHIL MURPHY 


jhe Wolves have re- 

signed coach Nick 

Theodorakopoulos for 
another two years. After 
arriving in Wollongong 
under controversial 
circumstances just over 12 
months ago, 
Theodorakopoulos appears to 
have the full support of the 
club board and the 
supporters, 

He took over from Berti 
Mariani and many fans were 
upset that an unknown coach 
should get the job. 

‘They also expressed concem 
that Theodorakopoulos was 
“sent” to Wollongong by 
former Wolves backer Harry 
Michaels who paid his wages 
for the remainder of the season. 
Michaels said at that stage it 
was a chance jor him to help 
Wollongong again and also 
help  Thecdorakopoulos 
become established as an 
Ericsson Cup coach, 

Wollongong finished second 

ast but have shown a big 
improvement this season, 

Theodorakopoulos bought 
some new players and has his 

eam playing an altractive 
brand of football. 

Recently they were in third 
place and are rated a good 
chance of making the playoffs. 

Club chairman Brian 
Hastings told ABSW, 
Theodorakopoulos had proved 
himself and deserved his new 
contract. 

Hastings said the coach had 


occer Australia made a decision 
last week regarding the transfer fee 
wrangle over Newcastle Topper 
Breakers players, Liam McGuire and 


Liam Baker. 


involved. 


behaviour bond last wei 


The tribunal put a $2,000 fee on 
McGuire and $2,500 on Baker. The 
| Breakers and NSW State League Club 
Adamstown Rosebud were unable to 
agree on a fair price for the players 


ae Vea 
SOS 
Newcastle Topper Breakers coach, 
John Kosmina was given a $1,000 good 
k by Soccer 
Australia (SA) for bringing the game 
0 disrepute after an incident with 


player Harry James fast December. The 
Breakers were playing UTS Olympic at 


bought wisely and certainly 
won over the Wolves 
Su 
‘There was quite a bit of 
animosity towards Nick when 
he came to Wollongong,” 
Hastings said. 

“He has done a very good 
job and the board is very 
pleased with the way he has 
tumed things around for us. 

“The players he has bought 
are doing the job and he has a 
couple more lined up to 
strengthen the squad for next 


season. 

“T believe that whatever we 
achieve this season we will 
improve on next season.” 

Theodorakopoulos said he 
was pleased to be staying at 
Brandon Park. 

He said the club had a 
stability other Ericsson Cup 
clubs should copy. 

“Wollongong have been 
very professional this season 
and everyone has been very 


supportive of me,” 
Theodorakopoulos said. 
“The players have 


responded well and the 
supporters have been great. 
Our 4-1 home loss to Sydney 
United was the only real low 
part of the season for me. 

“Tt wasn’t just that we lost 
the game but that we had a 
10,000 plus crowd there and 1 
felt we let them down, 

“When the boys got a very 
important point away to 
Adelaide City last week it was 
some kind of repayment to our 


fuppariet, 


sponsor, 


‘Tomer said, 


Belmore Sports Ground at the time. 


(SA) Communications Manager Steve 
Speziale said that the Ericsson Cup 
Tribunal had found Newcastle coach 
John Kosmina guilty of bringing the 


Ericsson Cup into disrepute. 


See 
The world’s largest Soccer knockout 


E-competition, the Bill Turner Cup was 
given a major boost last week when 


week. 


Argentine Sportswear Company, Topper 


‘was named as the major sponsor at a 
Press Conference at Breakers Stadium. 


Compara founee a and REGS 


Booragul High Schoo) teacher, Bill 
Tummer was a very relieved person when 
he spoke with ABSW about the new 


“There was never any doubt that the 
competition would go ahead when I had 
full support from Soccer Australia and 
the Northern NSW Soccer Federation,” 


“My main concern was going with a 
limited budget to hold the competition.” 

The competition was uncertain after 
the major sponsor of nine years, the 
Commonwealth Bank, decided it no 
longer wished to continue. 

This year’s competition is expected to 
attract around 730 entries from NSW, 
Victoria, Queensland and the ACT. 


oa >. aa 
iSte 
Breakers striker, Clayton Zane has 
missed selection in the Under 20s 


Australian squad which played two 
games against Japan in Adelaide last 


Zane was overlooked by young 
Socceroo coach, Les Scheinflug after 
returning recently from the World Youth 
Championships Tournament in Tahiti, 

The 19 year old played in only one 
match where he scored three goals in 
their 10-0 win over the host nation. 


SOS 


Nick Theodorakopoulos: 

Signed by Wolves for 
another two years. 

“IT have no doubt 

Wollongong will become a 

really strong force in the 

league.” 

The next two weeks could 
decide Wolves’ fate. On Friday 
night, they take on Newcastle 
at Breakers Stadium and the 
following Friday are away 
again to South Melbourne. 

Theodorakopoulos believes 
that if they can get at least four 
points from a possible six, his 
team will go night on with the 
job. 

“Tt is a very tough 
assignment,” the coach said. 

“Newcastle are having a 
very successful season on their 
own ground while South 
Melbourne are obviously one 
of the top contenders for a top- 
Six spot, 

“Fortunately, I have a very 
strong squad at present with 
defenders Steve Laybutt and 
Jason Connolly fully fit again 
after being sidelined for quite a 
while with injuries. 

“T expect both players to be 
pressing for first team spots 
and that is a good situation for 
acoach.” 


cE just one year of 
perating GOALS 2002 
“academy for goal scoring” 
our direct objective is 
becoming a reality with 
players attending the 
academy, either in 
representative teams or 
exceeding in association club 
football as stand-outs, 

Players that have attended 
the 2 x 12 consecutive weeks 
courses throughout 1996 were 
introduced to correct and 
professional goal scoring and 
footballing methods, taught by 
the 1981 Rothmans Medal 
Winner, Dez Marton. We 
have all heard the cliche 
“practice makes perfect”, at 
GOALS 2002 we disagree 
because we believe in 
“PERFECT PRACTICE 
MAKES YOU PERFECT". 
Current players either playing 
in Australia or abroad who 
have learnt their goal scoring 
techniques from Dez Marton, 
include David Zdrilic, 
Norman Tome, Mathew 
Bingley, Graham Arnold and 
Robbie Slater. 

The importance of players 
learning the correct skills and 
then practising them is, are the 
only ingredients to producing 
a goal scoring machine. Look, 
it’s very simple If you want 
to learn how to play a musical 
instrument say the guitar do 
you: A. Join the local 
Salvation Army Band and 
hope for the best. B. Just 
strum along believing that you 
are playing well until you 
audition for a local rock band 
and within a second of playing 
your first note the members 
tell you, “don’t call us we'll 
call you, goodbye” or C. 
Attend a eee music 


Northern NSW Soccer ‘Federation 
State Director of Coaching, Ken Kaiser 
will be in the Lismore region this week 
to conduct coaching courses along with 
NSW Soccer Federation Development 
Ofifcer, Bruce Tracey. 

The main aim of the 10 day visit is to 
conduct a Level 2 coaching course over 


two weekends according to Kaiser. 


“We will also be holding a training 
session to introduce an Under 16 
Women’s Competition in the near 
future.” 

“These players are the future for: 
Soccer in Northem NSW,” Kaiser ended. 


school and be aie # a 
music teacher who then will 
show you the correct drills or 
trills in musical terms and 
then do you join a band and 
become the lead guitarist in 
that band. I know which one I 
would pick! 

To practice what you have 
professionally been taught, to 
perfectly master the 
techniques. “A player who is 
motivated enough to practise 
ball skills by himself, just 10- 
15 minutes every day, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year, that 
the skill level of that player 
will without any doubt 
increase.” 

Teacher teaches students, 
students have homework, 
testing time comes at game 
time. 

It’s a fact that football 
games are won by scoring 
goals and with attacking 
football slowly becoming the 
“in-thing” it doesn’t matter 
what position you play once 
you are in front of the goals, 
with the ball at your feet, you 
must know how to get the ball 
in the back of the net, 
regardless of players, 
goalkeepers, time, space or 
acute angles, 

Players that attend the 
academy start with basic 
elements, depending on what 
level they are, and grouped 
accordingly, then are 
introduced to the skills of 
scoring, they then practice the 
skill in some instances 
enabling the player to identify 
the kinesthetic sense (which 
all coaches should know 
about), and simply put the ball 
in the back of the net. 

GOALS 2002 “GOAL 
SCORING ACADEMY” 
wishes to congratulate the 
following players who have 
worked exceptionally hard to 
gain a spot in the 
Tepresentative teams or 


players performing very well 
at association club football. 
Most of these players 
enthusiasm is of the upmost 
maximum with attendance at 
the academy in the morning 
sessions from 7.00am with 


wake-up time is at the latest 
6.00am. The commitment 
shown by parents is also to be 
commended. Well 

done! 


PLAYERS NAME AGE 1997 CLUB 


Kyle Blake 10 _U/11 St George Reps 
Nicholas Merzanakis 10 U/11 St George Reps 
Kelly Zammit 13. _-U/15 Leichhardt Tigers 
Dylan Zammit 13 U/15 Leichhardt Tigers 
Sasho Tirovski 13 _U/14 Sutherland Reps 
Steven Karovski 14 U/15 Sutherland Reps 
Scott Allison 14 _U/15 Sutherland Reps 
Anthony D'Appuzo 15  U/16 UTS Olympic 
David Hofierka 16 U/18 Sutherland 
Maria Calligas 16 St George Reps 
Sandra Stavrou 18 U/19 NSW State 
Champions 


SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 
SUPER YOUTH 
LEAGUE UNDER 15s 


Players ane required 
due te injury 
CONTACT 

ANDY BABER 9525 9550 
MAX GROWE 041 949 1947 


ALL INFORMATION 
CONTACT: — 


DEZ MARTON 
2 | (02) 9556 3386 | 


| 041 901 2002 


ALL THE ACIIVITIES 
ARE AT 


POLICE 
COMMUNITY 
YOUTH CLUB 


9 ADOR AVENUE 
ROCKDALE 
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razil’s young star, 

Ronaldo, is the FIFA 

World Player for 
1996, This outstandingly 
brilliant player, currently 
with Barcelona FC, was the 
clear favourite (with 329 
points) of the 120 national 
coaches from all over the 
world who took part in the 
voting, ahead of last-year’s 
winner, George Weah 
(Liberia, 140 points) and the 
England’s striker, Alan 
Shearer (123. points). 
Following in Romario’s 
footsteps, Ronaldo is the 
second Brazilian to win the 
award, 

Several fair play awards 
were also presented at the 
glittering gala in Lisbon. One 
went to George Weah for his 
personal contribution to the 
Liberian national team. 
Another went to the USA 
women’s team, who were the 
Gold Medalists, and one to the 
Argentine men’s team for their 
exemplary behaviour at the 
1996 Olympic Football 
Tournament. The national 
associations of the United 
States and Ghana were 
awarded fair play diplomas for 
coming to the aid of 
Guatemala and Liberia in 
staging their World Cup 
qualifying matches. 

‘Yhe  FIFA/Coca-Cola 
World Ranking title “Team of 
the Year” went to Brazil and 
the “Best Mover of the Year” 
title to South Africa. This 
latter award was based on the 
FIFA World Rankings List. 


Korea and Norway. 


places is highly significant. 


By BOB BROOKS 


n the latest FIFA World Rankings, 
ustralia has shifted up the table to 
33. This is as a result of the three 
victories in the recent Optus World 
Soccer Series over New Zealand, South 


countries to play. 
If the European team can pull off two 

victories in Budapest against Hungary 

and at Skopje when they 

Australia’s previous position was 50, play Macedonia, then 

During recent Rankings we hovered in 


the Jate 40s or 50s, so this jump of 17 another lift in the 


W: are pleased to be 
able to keep you 
informed of developments 
on the Internet of items 
pertinent to the World 
Game. The following 
information concerns FIFA 
and will be of interest to any 
fan. 


The launching of Phase 
Two of FIFA ON-LINE, 
FIFA’s world-wide 
information service on the 
internet (http://www.- 
fifa.com), at the World Player 
Gala in Lisbon eaelier this 
year, signifies the beginning 
of anew era. 

Phase Two of FIFA ON- 
LINE features an entirely new 
look and new database~driven 
website technology. This will 
enable users, via a search and 
sort menu, to access the most 
up-to-the-minute news, 
information on associations as 
well as pertinent media 
information and details 
concerning the standing 
committees, legal bodies and 


NE 


occer Australia issued the 

following statement by 
George Negus after the 
AGM of the body and 
concerning the vote on 
David Hill’s remuneration. 
It is printed here for the 
record. 

“The so-called defeat of the 
SA move to remunerate 
Chairman David Hill, 
amounts to an aberration of 
democracy — by anyone’s 
definition, 

At the ‘parliament’ of 


Ronaldo: This brilliant young player from Brazil had | Australian Soccer, the AGM 
yet another honour bestowed upon him. 


of the game’s stakeholders, a 
majority, 38 stakeholders, 
voted in favour of a 
completely reasonable 
temuneration fee for the 
Chairman and 20 voted 
against it, 

For those whose arithmetic 
is a bit wanting, 38 beats 20. 
38 to 20 is so close to two 
thirds in favour of the motion 
that it is not funny. In any 
other circumstance or forum 
that would be seen to be an 


SOCCER 


overwhelming victory, not a 
The higher a country is up the table eels ere 
then the more attractive they are for other insulting to those two thirds of 


the representatives of the 
game's stakeholders who 
voted for it, 

‘The fact that the motion on 
the Hill remuneration was a 
special motion and 
constitutionally required a 
75% majority is nothing more 
than an idiosyncratic anomaly. 
This situation was seized upon 


could be 
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panels of experts. 
Since January 20, web 
surfers, in addition to being 
able to access information in 
English,are also able to do so 
in Spanish. Access to the 
Spanish version can be 
obtained through the above 
mentioned FIFA ON-LINE 
home page. A French version 
ig planned to be available 
before the year is out, 
although certain specific 


by a conservative minority 
rump at the meeting, still hell 
bent on holding the game back 
in this country. These people, 
and we know who they are, 
made it pretty onbvious at the 
AGM, they will take any 
opportunity to “stick it up” 
David Hill and his board. In 
some cases they have a 
personal axe to grind. In some: 
others, private political 
aspirations are the motivation. 
Others were led by the nose 
by these people. The motion 
was put as nothing more than 
a courtesy to the stakeholders 
and the totally justifiable 
remuneration of David Hill 
could have been done, and 
probably should still be done, 
by other totally legitimate 
administrative means, 

I, for one, have no intention 
of allowing this miniority 
tump to dictate the terms, and 
future of Australian soccer, to 
the majority. As in 
independent non elected 
commissioner, I will be doing 
my darnedest now and in the 
future to see that the desires 
and aspirations of the majority 
in the Australian soccer 
community are met. 

It’s a shame that we still 
have to put up with this kind 
of divisive nonsense, self 
aggrandisement and self 
seeking at a time when we 
thought that was all behind us. 
Tt was this kind of crap that 
caused people like myself to 
get involved in the 


information, such as details 
regarding FIFA committees, is 
already available in all four 
FIFA languages 

What is more, members of 
the press with electronic mail 
(E-mail) who subscribe 
through FIFA ON-LINE and 
indicate their E-mail address, 
will automatically be notified 
by FIFA of the latest media 
releases available directly on 


PEAK: 
HIS MIND 


FIFA ON-LINE as well as 
any other pertinent media 
information. 

The currently available 
information (results, fixtures 
regulations, publications, etc.) 
have been extended to include 
parts of the FIFA Museum 
Collection, a treasure trove of 
football memorabilia, that 
fans will be able to take a look 
at and read about. Over the 
coming months several 
specialised forums will be 
added including channels for 
coaches, referees, journalists, 
sports physicians and fans. 
These will serve as a platform 
for training/ & education, 
communication, interactivity 
and discussion among the 
worldwide football 
community. Each area will 
eventually have access to the 
FIFA electronic archives, a 
database of the most 
comprehensive statistical 
repository of all FIFA 
competitions, 


George Negus: Expressed his disappointment with the 
way a vote was interpreted as a defeat. 


administration of soccer in 
this country; to stop it, not see 
its ugly head pop up again. 
‘The defeat of the motion in 
favour of the Hill 
remuneration has nothing to 
do with money, nothing to do 
with principle, nothing to do 
with sophisticated, 
professional sports 
management. As I say, it is 
solely to do with political axe 


grinding. 
For, anyone to sugest that 
this is the beginning of the 
end of the Hill regime either 
doesn’t understand real 
democracy, or worse, is not 
interested in it, Minority rule 
is not my idea of democracy, 
not withstanding 
constitutional silliness.” 


Statement ends 


1997 Super League Clubs & Grounds 


Concluding last week’s listing, the following are the other six in the 
competition. 
LEICHHARDT TIGERS 
% uper League coaches 
Tony Pezzano 
(Leichhardt Tigers) and 
Peter Terry (Sutherland 
Sharks) have named a squad 
of 30 players to play touring 
Japanese side, Yokohama 


was won by the NSW Super 
League Select side 2-1 at 
Breakers Stadium in 
Newcastle. 

The Flugels finished 3rd 
last year with two losses at the 
ead cath the SeasOR, denying 


them the chance of an historic 
first championship. 

With players tike Zinho 
and Sampaio (both Brazilian 
Internationals) they are sure to 
be a strong challenger in the 
upcoming J-League season. 


“Lambert Park, Marion Street, 
alt 


Maroon and Sky Blue 
9560 4722 


Rangers Koad, St. Helens Park: 
Maroon, Orey and White 
(046) 251 333 

Hugh McCrory 

14th 


Melita Stadium, Everley Road, 
Chester Hill. =a 
Everiey Road. Chester Hill. 
White and Red. 

9743 ttle 

Doug Utjesenovic _ 

2nd, Grand Final winner 

{won second rotind) 


St. Stadium, Bestic Street, 
hoc ‘ 


84 Victoria Avenue, Mortdale. 
Red, Green and White 
9559 33559 


Seymour Shaw Park, The Bivd., Miranda. 
“As above" 


Sky Blue, White and Black 
9524 S011 

Peter Terry 

ist— Premiers 


Sydney Utd Sports Centre, Edensor 


Mlugels. 

The squad is made up 
entirely of players from the 
NSW Super League and will 
be split into two teams for the 
matches against the Flugels A 
and B sides, 

The Flugels are in Australia 
preparing for their upcoming 
J-League season and are based 
at Soccer NSW headquarters, 
Valentine Sports Park, 
Glenwood. 

The matches will take place 
on Thursday 20th February at 
Valentine Sports Park, with 
the first game kicking off at 
6.15pm. 

Pezzano said of the squad, 
“the 30 players chosen were 
picked partly from viewing 
players from the first round of 
the Pre-Season Cup and partly 
on reputation.” 

The two games will give 
Pezzano and Terry a guide for 
selecting a squad that will 
represent the Super League 
against Northem NSW in the 
Anzac Cup clash on Anzac 
Day. 

“However for those players 
who did not make the 30 
named, there is still the 
chance to make the squad for 
the Anzac Cup clash. We still 
have not seen Central Coast 
play as yet and they started 
with a convincing win, so 
their players will come into 
contention.” 


WATERLOGGED WEEKEND 


at a sorry picture it was for 
Soccer fans last weekend. 
Just three games went ahead and the 


2 
1 


game and Penrith held a narrow 1-0 lead 
right up until the 75th minute, before 
Mounties could draw level. 

Penrith’s bustling striker Richard 
Astone latched onto the ball and steered 
it past Pupovac after it had been 
redirected into the area, following a 
corner. 

Mount Pritchard substitute Marco 
Quintao, an ex Sydney Districts player, 
put his side back in the game with the 
‘75th minute strike. 

A build up on the left led to Franco 
Cosentino putting a diagonal ball over for 
the youngster to first control, beat a 
defender and then send a 20 yard shot 

}| past the helpless Penrith keeper. 

Greg Baldock went close for Mounties 
in stoppage time, from a one on one-with 
the keeper, before getting up highest to 
nod in a left sided cross. 

Tt was a close call for Mounties who 
kept their 100 per cent record intact and 
was a reward for preparing their 
immaculate pitch with such devotion. 

The game was hardly ever in doubt, 
while many others were called off due to 
problems in cutting the grass in the 

|| prolonged wet spell. 
Bathurst 75 4 
Hills United 1 
This match was transferred to Bathurst 
when it became apparent that the ground 
at Fred Caterson would be unfit for play. 
For a while it looked as if Hills might 
have something to show for their 


decision to travel at short notice when 
they held on well in a scoreless first half 
and opened the scoring early in the 
second. 

Substitute Shane Coombes was on the 
spot to tuck the ball away after a cross 
had not been cleared in the 77th minute, 
Moments before, Luke Allshorn had 
headed in past Braydon Barcham only to 
be ruled offside. Barcham then saved at 
close range from Coombes again before. 
Bathurst drew level. 

Hills’ defender Damon Thompson 
could only watch in horror as a Mark 
Rooke cross went in off his knee past the 
keeper. 

Scott Mutton won the ball on half way 
in the 84th and went on to give Bathurst 
the lead, soon after when Brad Gallard 
hit a 30 yard shot past Terry Ide to make 
it3-1. 

Bathurst made it look even more 
convincing in the last minute when Mark 
Rooke capped a fine performance with a 
classic goal. 

A-la David Beckham he chipped the 
keeper from 35 yards to find the top right 
comer of the net. 

Tt was like the Bathurst of old and 
missing skipper Paul Waine will find it 
hard to get his spot back from Shane 
West who filled in so admirably at 


1 
1 
Starting favourites against an 
admittedly well equipped Fairfield Bulls, 
Eastern Suburbs snatched a last gasp 
equaliser to deny the visiting Bulls a win 
they had worked hard for and probably 
deserved. 
At a lush Wentworth Park, Fairfield 
began sluggishly, but finished full of 


Tunning to hit the lead in the dying stages 
of the first half. Nihad Ahmed descended 
on a pass from Ian Stoddard and finished |} 
with clinical precision to give his 
Fairfield side the edge which they held 
well into the second half. 

They went into their shells towards the 
end and seemed happy to soak up | 
pressure which paid off until Joe Watson | 
sent on two late substitutions. | 

One of these, Nick Knithakis, was able | 
to provide a fairy tale finish when he 
seized on a loose ball in the box and beat | 
Scott Allan with a low drive into the 
bottom corner, shattering the Fairfield | 
team’s hopes of a breakthrough win. 

iV) 

Even apart from the likelihood of a 
game at Emie Smith Reserve on Friday 
night between Hurstville Minotaurs and 
Ryde City Gunners ~ kick-off 8.30pm, 
the weekend looks full of interest. 

Bathurst entertain the unbeaten Mount 
Pritchard at Alex Lamberton and will 
fancy their chances after coming from 
behind last week. 

Expect Rockdale to prove tough | 
opponents for Eastern Suburbs at home 
and Illawarra Lions to bounce back } 
against Warringah on the South Coast, 

Fairfield Bulls have given away a lead 
twice now to draw and will want a win | 
against Hills at the Nineveh Field, which | 
they won't find easy. 

Penrith have played and lost twice and | 
will be doubly keen to see off Stanmore || 
who are yet to kick a ball when the sides 
meet at Cook Park St Marys. 

West Wanderers are at the Hajduk 
Stadium for the visit of Aubum, a game 
they should win, while Belmore are at 
Emie Smith to face the might of 
Minotaurs. 


Houghton, David Reid 
(Macarthur), Steve 
Tolios (Canterbury), 
Jason Holmes. David 
Huxley, {tank Geyeey, 


George Souris, 
Christian Ortiz, Steve 
Karavatakis 


y , Mirko 
Hinkovle (Bonnyrigg). 


“There is something like 
10-12 games before the Anzac 
Cup clash and we will get 
around and see every team 
play as much as possible, But 
I must concede that at least 
75% of that squad will come 
from the 30 players chosen for 
these games against the 
Flugels next Thursday.” 

The Anzac Cup wus re- 
introduced fast year after it 
was fast played in 1962 and 


“NSW 
SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


Super League 
Preseason 
Tournament 


MSW SOCCER. FEDERATION 


FIRST DIVISION 


ROUND THREE 
Sunday February 23 
Rockdale City Suns v Eastern Suburbs 
Rockdale Iinden Sports Centre — 3pm 
Illawarra Lions farringah Dolphins 
fan McLellan Park — 3pm 

wk kek 
Fairfield Bulls v Hills United 
ok 
Penrith Panthers vy Stanmore Hawks 
Cook Park, St. Marys — 3pm 
we he 
Bathurst ‘75 v Mt. Pritc 
Alec Lamberton — 3pm 
te ke oe 
West Wanderers v Auburn United 
Hadjuk Stadium 3pm 
wk we kk 
Belmore Hercules v Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Ernie Smith Reserve — 3pm 


Greystanes v Ryde 
Melita Stadium pm 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 


7 IDS (Higher rate applies with anbile and public 


NSWSOCCERFEDERATION | 


SUPER LEAGUE 


PRE-SEASON CUP 
ROUND THREE 


Southern Group 


Saturday February 22 
St. George Saints v Canterbury M/ville 
Lynwood Park — 3pm 
ae yr re = 
Sutherland Sharks v Bankstown City Lions 
Lynwood Park— Spm 
a we we 
Macarthur Rams v Leichhardt Tigers 
Lynwood Park — 7pm 


Northern Grou, 
Sunday February 23 
Blacktown City Demons v Sydney United 
Gabbie Stadium — 4pm. 
ba it go * o 
Bonnyrigg W.E. v Central Coast 
‘Gabbie Stadium — 6pm 
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& ABSW 


RESULTS & SCORERS 
ROUND SEVENTEEN 


OLLONGONG CITY z 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
T Cranney (26, 60), Farina (44), Brown (53) 
Crowd: 3,862 


a 
a 


POSTPONED GAME: 
UTS OLYMPIC V COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 


PERTH GLORY 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
McGuire (12), Wilson (52) 
Crowd: 11,546 


no 


ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR 


Laer FAIRFIELD : 1 ROUND 17 
ne 1995/96 ~ 29,014 

GIPPSLAND FALCONS % 

Crowd: 3936 : 1996/97 — 36,102 


DRAW 2/1 ze rc aay 
FRIDAY 21 FEBRUARY 1997, 7.30PM — Breakers Stadium SYDNEY UNITED //2 y MARCONI FAIRFIELD 7/2 
DRAW 5/2 


SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 1997, 6.30PM — Parramatta Stadium 


CANBERRA COSMOS 5/2 y PERTH GLORY 4/5 
DRAW 9/4 
SATURDAY 22 FEBRUARY 1997, 7.00PM — Bruce Stadium 


ADELAIDE CITY 5/4 y MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 2// 
; DRAW 2/1->.— > 
SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 1997, 7.30PM — Hindmarsh Stadium 


Bet on any sport 
over the phone. 


Sporciatts 


FreeCall 1800 650 818 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 6/4 y UTS OLYMPIC 6/4 
DRAW 2/1 
SATURDAY 22 FEBRUARY 1997, 7.30PM — Falcons Park 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 4/5 y SOUTH MELBOURNE 9/4 
DRAW 9/4 3 
SATURDAY 22 FEBRUARY 1997, 7.00PM — Suncorp Stadium 


COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 6/4 y WEST ADELAIDE 6/4 
DRAW 2/1 : 3 
SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 1997, 6.00PM — Victoria Park 


WORRISOME |" TABLE PWD. FAP 
W A R a lO R S ! Sydney United 7 22: 3 2 46 WU 39 
: Brisbane Strikers 17 10.2 5 36 24 32 
a z Adelaide City Bee T e743: 22) BB. 28 
ollingwood Warriors setthe cat amon; x 
Cie pigeons last week when their gine Bobby Depostovksi Perth Glory 10 Perth Glory Ti 8) 3. 6r 38 2627 
SS ue aes Brisbane Strigers 9 | | Marconi Farifild Ae 8:53! Ger 2522) 027 
This all came about because the players || _. i West Adelaide Mie 8: 2: FT 327 29) 226 
had apparently not been paid in recent || Jimmy Tseken OG 9 South Melbourne 4 Uallinty Beak” Vedi Sugdeay "Vas LS 
Sone Aataig offer pethGh teeta ag ET ae een fisbane Strikers 8 Wolongong City ae MEE hee ie Gee 
with the Collingwood Football Club to try to * z Melbourne Knights Bey StS! || Te Zhe (2120) 
find a solution to the financial difficulties. Ice Kutlesovski Melbourne Knights 8 Newcastle Aes. 1 4 8 6 29 30 20 
A combination of CFC people and A J 
Melbourne business identities constructed a || Norfian’Tome UTS Olympic 8 UTS Olympic 6 5 4 7 U2 19 
rescue package, enabling Collingwood to 5 4 & 
fulGill it's obligations to.thé tad’ cE eq bcd Ph ; AY 7 | | Collingwood Warriors i307 6) 1S Bické 
season. “ Gippsland Falcons FT 34" 10 65 31: 33 
There is now doubt whether Collingwood ||Paul Strudwick Perth Glory 7 Canberra Cosmos 181 2S AQeWIG> 40: 8 
Warriors will be able to continue in the . 
1997/98 Ericsson Cup season. 
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NAME FOR TERRITO 


RY 


TEAM, WANTED 


he ACT  Soceér 

Federation has 

launched a 
competition to find a name 
and logo for its 
representative side. 

Federation president Steve 
Doszpot said the move is part 
of a wider effort to promote 
an up-to-date image for soccer 
in the ACT. “Most 
Tepresentative teams have now 
incorporated nicknames into 
their titles. The obvious 
examples are the States in the 
Sheffield Shield cricket 
competition,” he said. 

“We want a name that is 
easily identifiable with a 
senior soccer team, and a logo 
which is a visual 
representation of that name, 

“Our senior team has not 
had a high profile in the past, 
and for some years its only 
fixture was against the 
Tilawarra League, but we are 
continuing the policy put in 


onaro to rise 


By GRAHAM COOKE 


ACT 
Soccer 
Federation 


place by the previous 
administration of seeking a 
wider range of matches, 
including internationals. 
“There is also the 
possibility of a so called state- 
of-origin series. While some 
people have said we would be 
outclassed, I am not so sure. 
While we can’t be certain of 
having them all available, it 
should be remembered that 
players of the calibre of Ned 
and Ivan Zelic, Alex Castro, 
George Kulcsar, Andrew 
Bemal and Doug Marcina all 
began their soccer here.” 
Team names have long 


been a touchy subject in the 
ACT, with the Canberra 
Cosmos’ predecessor in the 
National and NSW leagues 
changing its title almost every 
season as it struggled to find 
an identity. 

Beginning as Canberra 
City, it metamorphosed into 
Canberra Arrows, Canberra 
City Olympians, Canberra 
Griffins, Canberra Croatia, 
Canberra Metros and finally 
Canberra Deakin. It is to be 
hoped the ACT seniors do not 
travel such a rocky road, 

The competition, which 
carries a single prize of $500, 


from depths 


‘onaro aims to mark its 

th anniversary with a 

season to remember in the 
ACT Premier League. 

New first team boss Tan 
Heywood has been working 
overtime during the summer, 
resulting in the Queanbeyan- 
based club lining up for the 
new season with some of the 
best known names in local 
Soccer. 

Peter Thompson, Alan 
Strachan and Jimmy Baxter 
have joined from Tuggeranong 
United former Shamrock Rover 
Danny Serena is returning to 
Soccer after a year’s break, 
Darryl North and John Nelson 
are coming over from Olympic 
and Danny Macor from 
Juventus. 

In addition, goalkeeper Ben 
Harris, who is on the books of 
Canberra Cosmos but is 
currently in the United States 
doing university studies, has 
promised to join the squad on 
his return. 

“With some of the better 
players from last year, such as 
Bruno Monterosso and Robert 
Chicco, I believe we will have 
a team which will serve the 
club well not just in the coming 
season, but for two or three 
years down the track,” 
Heywood said. 

The hoped for 
transformation is overdue. 
Monaro finished bottom of the 
\0-team competitition in 1996. 

“We should have been 
relegated, but no-one wanted to 
step Up so we have another 
charice,” be-coach said. 

“The the that impressed 
me is the youtand enthusiasm 
of the commMitee. John 
Santolin and Tony Bennan are 
both ex-players with -jot of 
good ideas, and genuxg), 
interested in seeing Monaro, 


well.” an idea to die, and a concerted 
This season the club has effort by some ex-players 

secured three major sponsors - restored the club to the ACT 

espresso coffee maker Lavazza, competition in 1995. 

timber window and door “They had a good first 

manufacturer Ryleho, and season and ended up in the 

outdoor living specialist Premier League last year, 


Vergola ACT. Heywood says — which was probably a bad thing 
that doesn’t mean Monaro has - it happened too quickly,” 
got money to splash around, or © Heywood said. 


that the players it has signed 
are simply mercenaries going 
to the highest bidder, 

“T’ve selected players for 
their qualities off, as well as on 
the field,” he said. “These are 
guys who will enjoy having a 


But Monaro was too good 
an idea to die, and a concerted 
effort by some ex-players 
restored the club to the ACT 
competition in 1995. 

“They. had a good first 
season and ended up in the 


drink together afler the game. Premier League last year, 
They'll get on. which was probably a bad thing 

“At this level of Soccer - it happened too quickly,” 
that’s more important than Heywood said, 


“But now we have an 
opportunity to consolidate. The 
club came to me before 
Christmas and said they wanted 
me, and they wanted new 
players. I was impressed by 
that ... usually things don’t start 
happening in local Soccer until 
well into the New Year.” 

Heywood also happened to 
be at a loose end after parting 


many people realise.” 

There are few clubs in 
Australia which can match 
Monaro’s roller-coaster ride 
over. the last three decades. In 
the early years after its 
formation in the late 1960s the 
sky seemed to be the limit as 
the club carried off an ACT 
championship, then worked its 
way through the ranks of the 


NSW competition, winning company with National League 
two divisions one titles, Canberra Cosmos where he had 

On the second occasion it been an assistant to Mike 
gained promotions to the Lyons. 


National Soccer League - then 
a 24 team, two division 
competition - and the high- 
water mark was reached during 
1985 when at one point it held 
fifth place in the Northern 
Division. 


“The Cosmos could not 
afford to keep me on, so I 
wasn’t doing anything in 
Soccer, which was very strange 
for me,” he said. 

“Y jumped al the Monaro 
offer. It might be a lower 


After that, decline was swift. . standard of football, but I'll be 
Monaro was relegated back to the boss and calling my own 
the NSW League the following shots, 
year, and although it enjoyed “Sometimes there is nothing 


some memorable moments 
there, including a 12-0 home 
win over Canterbury, financial 


more frustrating than being 
someone's assistant.” 
This season he’ will be 


strife forced it to shut up shop hoping the frustrations are all 
completely in the early 1 with Monaro’s opponents in 
But Monaro was too good the Premier League. & 


is open to everyone who is not 
directly connected with the 
Federation, and entries should 
be sent to: ACT Rep Team 
Competition, GPO Box 405, 
Canberra City, ACT 2601 by 
March 7. 

Meanwhile, Doszpot said 
an informal meeting of about 
30 club presidents from both 
the senior and junior leagues 
had gone well. 

“Tt was really meant to be a 
brainstorming session and I 
think it achieved its purpose,” 
he said. 

Among the issues covered 
was whether the name of the 
code should revert to 
‘football’ rather than ‘soccer’; 
a restructuring of the ACT 
Premier League to embrace 
double headers, and an 
enhanced ending to the 
season, possibly a champions 
series against top clubs from 
interstate. 


Courses 
for 
referees 


he ACT Soccer 

Referees Federation 
will run two courses for 
new match officials over 
the next two months: at 
Sports House, Hackett, on 
March 18, 19, 25 and 26 
and at Kambah High 
School on April 19, 20, 23 
and 24, 

Each course will consist of 
two lecture sessions, an 
examination and the 
announcement and analysis 
of results. Information and 
tegistration can be obtained 
from Chris Conti on (06) 
231 5313 or (06) 205 6933. 


.) 


APPORO 


visiting national ceoital 


isiting Japanese 
second division club 
Consadole Sapporo 


may be a newcomer to 
national competition, but it 
is the inheritor of a proud 
tradition which goes back 60 
years, secretary Satoshi 
Yamamoto said in 
Canberra. 

“Before we joined the 
second division last year, we 
were the works team of 
Toshiba, playing in regional 
leagues since the 1930s,” he 
said. 

“We had to change our 
name, because the J-League 
does not allow company teams 
in its competition. So we 
became Consadoe, 
representing the city of 
Sapporo. Toshiba, of course, 
is still our major sponsor.” 

In its first season in the 
competition last year, it 
finished fifth out of16 teams. 


Uniting the 
Youth of 
the World 


ihe 1997 International 

Kanga Cup promises to 
be the highlight for youth 
soccer in Australia again, It 
is the only tournament of its 
kind in the country that 
regularly attracts teams 
from overseas, ensuring 
that it will again be a 
sporting spectacle on the 
soccer calendar. The 1996 
Kanga Cup attracted a 
record 81 teams and 
estimates indicate that at 
least 100 will participate in 
1997. 

The Project Manager, Bill 
Van Der Vlist, expects the 
tournament to continue to 
improve each year with more 
and more teams venturing 
Down Under to participate 
and to enjoy the hospitality 
and cultural exchanges 
available in Canberra. The 
dates for the 1997 tournament 
are 29th June to 6th July. The 
opening ceremony and first 
games will be played on the 
29th with most finals being 
played on 6th July at the 
magnificent Bruce Stadium. 

Contact:— 

Bill Van Der Vlist 

Project Manager 

Kanga Cup 

GPO Box 405 

Canberra, ACT, 2601 

Tel: 06 248 0614 

Fax; 06 257 2958 

For further details and 
entry forms. 


By GRAHAM COOKE 
“It is our aim to win 
promotion to the J-League this 
time,” he said. 

Consadole’s 3-1 win over 
the Australian Institute of 
Sport on Wednesday night 
marks it as a team of mainly 
quality players beginning to 
knit into a formidale 
combination. 

Striker Gorgelo Vardes had 
already tested institute 
goalkeeper Barlow before 
Sterjosic put the home side 
ahead quite against the run of 
play. 

Form asserted itself when 
first Yasuhko Nimura headed 
an equaliser, then Hugo 
Maradona rammed home a 
drive from the right flank - a 
shot reminiscent of his older 
and more famous brother. The 
strikes came within a minute 
of each other and from then on 
Consadole never looked like 
losing. 


BOYS 


GIRLS & 


19 YRS 
June 29 to July 6 Canberra 


Appropriately the final goal 
of the game, just on half time, 
belonged to Vardes, who was 
easily of the visitors’ most 
impressive player. He sent his 
marker the wrong way with a 
casual, almost lazy feint, then 
employed the most delicate of 
chips to place the ball out of 
Barlow's reach. 

With both sides employing 
multiple substitutes, the 
second half was a less 
balanced affair, and few 
chances were created by either 
side. 

A second game, against the 
full ACT representative side, 
was cancelled after injuries 
depleted Consadole’s squad. 


12 to 


Entry fee $300 plus 
$35 each player 


\ENTRIES CLOSE) 


Ve ACT SF 
will have a page 
cach week devoted 
to actiucties tu the 
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Ansett 

Australia 

Summer 
Series 
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ictorian Premier 

League, - Preston 

Soccer Club has 
renamed its home ground 
the Goodyear Stadium and 
recruited six new players 
including brilliant 
midfielder Ivan Filiposki as 
part of a determined bid to 
return to the national soccer 
league. 

Renaming of the ground, 
formerly known as Connor 
Reserve, is recognition of 
increased sponsorship from 
the giant Goodyear tyre 
factory in nearby 
Thomastown. 

“The new name reflects the 
solid support we get from one 
of the world’s leading 


|BULLEEN INTER KINGS 
|ST ALBANS SAINTS 
By DWYGHT TUFFNELL 


Bas Inter Kings first competitive 
game ended in a disappointing 0-0 draw 
against St Albans Saints at the Veneto 
| Club last Monday night. 

The Kings, a merger between Bulleen, Box 

Hill and the old Brunswick Juventus, were 

| favourites to win but struggled against a 

| determined St Albans side. 

| Accrowd of well over 1,000 attended the 
game, the first to be played in the Premier 
Leaque on a Monday night. 

The Kings came closest when Tom Sonsini 
crossed into the centre but Adam Inglese and 
Harry Ngata. managed to get in each other's 
way and miss the chance. 

| _ Kings coach, Mike Urukalo, was sent from 
| the bench in the 37th minute by referee Robert} 
Benovic after complaining to the referee. 
| Referee Benovic was not the most popular 
| person at the ground after booking six players 
| ina first half that was anything but spiteful. 
Saints ‘keeper, Marijan Vunderl, pulled off a 
great save on the hour mark to deny Kings 
substitute, Damon Collina, whose shot, with 
the aid of a deflection nearly wrongfooted 
Vunderl, 
Despite the second half pressure of the 
Kings, it might have been the Saints who 
| snatched the three points. 
Substitute Josip Kozic forced a terrific save 
| out of Keogh in the 83rd minute after a run 
which took him past three Kings defenders. 


SPRINGVALE WHITE EAGLES 
| THOMASTOWN ZEBRAS 


\ 
i By MILAN NINOVIC 


i Wacinasionn Zebras looked impressive 
their second win, 3-1, over 
| Springvale White Eagles. ¥ 
| The Zebras, coming off a good win over 
North Geelong last week, continued their | 
good start to the season defeating a 
White Eagles side missing Zlatko 
Mihajlovic and George Uzelac. 
Uzelac was injured but Mihajlovic may 
be fined by the club after attending a 
| wedding in Sydney. 
Nick Lazarevski opened the scoring in 
| the 23rd minute with a 35 metre shot 
| that. was too good for White Eagles 
| ‘Keeper Bojo Jevdjevic. That tead was 
| increased seven minutes later when 
Springvale defender, Tai Tran, headed 
| into his own net from a Thomastown 


leyski was once again on 
this time from the penalty spot 
after Dejan Mlinar had brought down 
| Tony Lingurovski. 
‘s first shot was saved by 

Jevdjevic but referee Carlo Graser 
ordered the kick to be taken 
| Zoran Kitanovski entered the 
the kick was taken. 

Springvale’ got a consolation goal in 
the 85th minute when Jim Gacovski 
scored from the edge of the box after 
collecting a rebound. 
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companies and it sends Soccer 
Australia the clear message 
that we are deadly serious 
about reclaiming our rightful 
position among the Soccer 


At unveiling of ground name: 


said. 


“South Melbourne has 
named its ground the Bob 


L-R Chris Emsovski, Bryan Mears| 
Anton Doncevski, Nick Cuculevski, Tony Talevski. 


elite in this country,” Preston 
president George Nestorovski 


Kings: 

Keogh, Sonsini, 
Valentic, Uliana, 
Stojcevski, Krajacic, 
Grbac (Tartaglia), 
Mazzini, Ngata, Inglese 
(Colina), Trpcevski 
(Guglielmi). 
Saints: 

Vunderi, Movric, 
Mikullc, Razov, 
M.Colina, Gagula, 
Cuze, Jolic, Lewis (J 
Kozic), 1 Colina 
{Hrehoresin), Pelja. 
Referee: Benovic. 


White Eagles: 
Jevdjevic, 


FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 21 
Port Melbourne 
Sharks y St Albans 
Saints (8.50pm) 
Fawkner Blues v 
Melton Reds 
(8.30pm) 


Cavaliers v 
Inter Kings (8.50pm) 


novski, Rikanovic, Milnar, Tran (M 
Marinkovic), Nikolic (Stjczien 


}, Miadenovic, 


Burlak, Gnjidic, Kovacevic {Calomino}, Gacovski, 


+ g 
Zebras: 


« ¢ 


Trenkovski, Jolevski, Boschini, Gasparini, 


lacovitti (lacuone), Cracium (De. 


tis), 


Lazarevski (Cuculevski), Lingurovski, Bichler, 


Belic; Della Rocca. 
Referee: Carlo Graser. 
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Jane Stadium and the Brisbane 
Strikers haye dubbed theirs 
the Suncorp Stadium but both 
of those companies are 
dwarfed by the Goodyear 


organisation.” 


shirts. 


(Goodyear) Lou Acevski, 


MELBOURNE SHARKS 
BULLEEN INTER KINGS 


Preston also will have the 
Goodyear logo displayed 
prominently on its players’ 


Goodyear Manufacturing 
Manager Mr Bryan Mears said 
that whereas Goodyear last 
year sponsored the 
Thomastown Zebras and Lalor 
United as well as Preston, it 
had decided to consolidate all 
its support behind Preston 
because of the club’s strong 
following and.its success in 
being promoted back to the 
Victorian Premier League. 

“Preston has demonstrated 
that it is the strongest and 
most progressive Soccer club 
in the northern region of 
Melbourne. For proof you 
need look no further than its 
full-time coach, Andon 
Doncevski, a man of 
tremendous international 


Pa Sharks: 
Lilikakis, Lath 


experience, who was national 
coach of Macedonia for more 
than four years.” 


) 


los, Arayriou, 


P. 


By DWYGHT TUFFNELL 


ort Melbourne Sharks won their second game in 
a row when they defeated Bulleen Inter Kings 2- 
| 1 at Anderson Reserve on Friday night. 


Dimitrelos, Kyriakopoulos, Vargas, 
Pappas, Papadopoulos Y 
(Livanopoulos), Tsaltas, Efstathiou 
(Strapelias), Mason (Jackson): 


The Kings took the tead in the sixth minute but ET St 


were reduced to ten men after half an hour when 
Robert Krajacic was given his marching orders by 
referee Nestor Zachiriadis for a tackle on Port 


Meibourne’s John Pappas. 


Bulleen might have taken an early lead, but 
Sharks striker Nick Tsaltas could have put his side 


in front after just ten seconds. 


Kings: 

, Sonsini, Yalentic, Uliana, 
Stojcevski, Krajaci¢ {sent off}, Grbac, 
Mazzint (Tartaglia), Ngata, Inglese 
(Guglielmi), Trpcevski (Hollingsworth). 
Referee: Nestor Zachiriadis, 


A wayward pass straight from the kick off had 
the Kings defence under pressure but was‘ thankful 
to ‘keeper Sean Keogh for blocking Tsaltas’ shot. 


Keogh's opposite numby 


fault for the Kings ope goal. 


Mike Lilikakis, was at 


He came a long way out to punch away a cross 


| but missed, 


Robert Stojcevski cleveriy put the ball back in 
where Adam Inglese headed into the unquarded 


net 


rt replied just before half time when skipper 


hn Dimitrelos scored a screamer from 35 
metres, 


They then took the lead ten minutes after the 
break when Nick Papadopoulos easily converted an 


Alex Efstathiou cross. 
Anthony 


irbac came close for the Kings soon 


after but it was Port who looked the more likely 


scorer with two chances falling for Andrew 
Strapelias and Papadopoulos iate on. 


KOUND 1 


Bulleen Inter Kings 0 


ROUND 2 


Port Melbourne Sharks 2 
(Dimitrelos, Papadopoulos) 
Bentleigh Greens 

(Drakos, Barovic, Van Egmond) 
Springvale White Eagles 
{Gacovski) 

Preston Lions 

(Ivanov, Burlak, Donev) 
Heidelberg United 

(Sherifovski 2, Alexiou, Mihaloglou) 
Melton Reds 


St Albans Saints 
(I Colina 2, Solic) 


LEAGUE LADDER 
PwoD 


COCOOR RRs NRNN 
oon-nNeoecooee 
HUM O-memoooor 
Ne re UK ENON 

RAED OF ONE O 

“Souanuunnnnane 


E ROUND 2 
Albans Sains 


Bulleen Inter Kings 
(Inglese) 
Altona Magic 


Thomastown Zebras 
(Lazarevski, O.G., Jolevski) 
North Geelong Warriors 


Fawkner Blues 

(Sterjovski, Corallo) 

Green Gully Cavaliers 
(Genovesi 2, Babic, Radecki) 
Sunshine Georgies 
(Daglaras, Emmanuele, og) 


RESERVES 


CURDUCON | OnNNo 


FOR YOUTH 


stunning 35 metre shot tipped a point blank 
rom South —goalbound header by Fukada 
Melbourne’s Michael _ Kenji over the crossbar to foil 
Curcija gave the Young _Japan’s best chance in the first 
Socceroos a 1-0 win over _ half. 
Japan’s under-20 side in a Kenji had a golden 
friendly international at opportunity to equalise in the 
Hindmarsh Stadium last 74th minute when he broke 
Tuesday. free of his marker but was 
Curcija received the ball denied by yet another save 
between the halfway line and —_ from Milosevic. 
the edge of the penalty box, Australia looked dangerous 
spotted Japan’s goalkeeper down the right flank with UTS 
Kobari Kiyomitsu out of Olympic player, Brett 
position and curled a well- Emerton finding room to work 
timed shot into the top comer. _ but the absence of an in-form 
His finish gave Australia finisher showed. 
the win but the home side had As the game wore on, 
to thank goalkeeper Danny Japan looked the better side 
Milosevic for a series of and could have equalised in 
match-winning late saves. the dying minutes had it not 
Neither side managed to _been for the tight Australian 
make the most of their limited defence led by Ivan Zelic and 
chances in the first half but Milosevic. ped 
Milosevic kept his side in the Japanese —s midfielder aa and wide of danger. 
match with the first of his | Nakamura Shunsuke looked to Both nations have already 
brilliant saves in the 26th have Milosevic beaten in the qualified for the finals of the 
minute. 63rd minute when a free kick Youth World Cup starting in 
The Canberra custodian from the edge of the penalty Malaysia on June 8. 


of Sport had a close put the Blues in front inthe grounder, before Bacak Heidelberg United and 
fought win over Green first half, but when Blagojce completed his hat-trick from © Sunshine Georgies. Jason 
Gully by four goals to two at + Trpcevski equalised it seemed the penalty spot. Two more rian and Elias Kyriakou 
Green Gully Reserve on that the match would finish all Trupkovic goals made it9-Dat were the scorers for the 
Sunday to preserve their square until Daniel Allsopp the break and in the second Bergers, while  Saso 
leadership of the Victorian popped up with the winner in _ half Rajher finally got on the © Markovski and Lee Bickle 
Division of the National 92 minutes. scoresheet himself, Trupkovic wer on target for the Georgies, 
Youth League. By contrast Melbourne scored twice more, Jason whose games will be on 
Gully went ahead early Knights overwhelmed Vukadin powered through © Wednesdays from now on. 
through Dean Stafrace, but Springvale City by fourteen from the back and Bacak The matches between Box 
then had a player sent off. goals to nil at Knights completed the total at 14. Hill and Heidelberg United 
Zoran Petrevski equalised Stadium. Given that On Friday Bentleigh and Thomastown Zebras and 
from a cross by Bil Petrovski, Springvale beat the Knights Greens thumped Collingwood Gippsland Falcons in Round 
then Adrian Caniglia scored _ earlier in the season there was Warriors by six goals to nil. 17 were not played. I am 
after a solo run, after a a lot riding on this game for The Warriors, in the midst of informed by the VSF that Box 
through ball from Erol Ergin. the home team. They went turmoil, must have found it Hill will resume playing, 
Petrevski added another then ahead inside 27 seconds as_ hard to concentrate and while the Thomastown y 
Pat Arcuri, who had come on Joey Rajher cut the ball back © Greens ran riot with goals Gippsland match will be 
as substitute also scored. Sal from the by-line for Branko spready among six players, _ rescheduled for a later date. 
Paglia pulled a goal back for © Bacak to score. When Bacak Stefan Oter, Nick Rossios, The Sunshine Georgies versus 
the Gully. ran across the defence before Chris Christou, Marco © Melbourne Knights Colts 

South Melbourne left it blasting in his second goal, Maisano, Con Papettas and match from Round 17 will be 
very late before claiming the floodgates openéd and _ George Koklas. played on Wednesday at 
victory by two goals to one ~Mijo Trupkovic added two The round 16 match played Chaplin Reserve at 6.30pm. 
over Altona Magic at Bob more, then Ante Deak on Wednesday ended in a 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 
(VICTORIAN DIVISION) 
ROUND 16 


T: Victorian Institute Jane Stadium. Alfonso Opaza weighed in with a a two-all aise between 


CORERS 


Branko Bacak Melbourne Knights 28 
- 3 Daniel Allsopp South Melbourne 21 
Alfonso Opazo South Melbourne 17 
Heidelberg United 2 Sunshine Georgies 2 Zoran Petrevski vis 15 
(Erian, Kyriakou), .. (Markoyski, Bickle) Ivan Razov Melbourne Knights Colts 12 
‘ - Bill Petrevski vis , 12 
Mijo Trupkovic Melbourne Knights {1 
. ROUND 17 George Tzirtis South Melbourne 10 
A A Wari David Maglovski"* Green Gully 9 
Bentleigh Greens. © Collingwood'Warriors 0 Elias Kyriakou Heldelberg United 8 
(Oter, Rossios, Christou, Kim Bouzis Collingwood Warriors 8 
Maisano, Papettas, Kokias) ; Adis Kalbar Melboume Knights Colts 8 
George Goutziouli South Melbo 8 

Green Gully PMs 4 orge Goutzioulis jelbourne DIVISION 


(Stafrace, Paglia) (Petrevski 2, Canigiia, Arcuri) 


South Melbourne 2 Altona Magic 1 
(Opazo, Allsopp) (Trajcevski) 


Melbourne Knights 14 Springvale City 0 


(Trupkoyic 6, Bacak 5, 
Rajher, Deak, Vukadin) x 


LEAGUE LAD 


LEAGUE RESULTS | |Preliminary-Final 
* (NORTHERN DIVISION) : West Adelaide 1 


ROUND 17 Woodville City 0 
Wollongong City 5 Queensland Academy 2 Vidakovic a (62 


Gordon 20, Whidgett 42,69 McDermott 35, 
Bercibegovic54, / ien Vy 
Chipperfield 51,65- U/20 Friendl 


Marconi Fairfield ~ 2 NSWis 
Let oashigar 28,00 


~~ DEFERRED ROUND 13 
AIS ~ 4& Newcastle Breakers ty) 
Seorekl 52, 83, 89, 


Team 


Vis" a 13 2°11 58.12 41 | |Tomich66. _. ee 

Melbourne Knights 16 12 2 2 73 23 38 | | 7aABLE P WD 

South Melbourne TZ AZO 5 71e26e os. : 

Gippsland Falcons 16 10 3 3 52 23 33 | | Wollo City we iS. 8 A 

Collingwood Warriors 168 4 4 42°33 28 | | New Breakers sis 9. 0 

Green Gully 17 7 3.7 38 34 24 | | UTS Olympic 138 2 

Bentleigh Greens 15 7 2 6 31 27 23 | | Sydney United 13 7 4 

Melbourne Knights Colts 16 7 1 8 29 37 22 | | Marconi Fairfield 12 8 1 

Sunshine Georgies I5: 36 <°3~ 6= 215297 21 ae 3 “ : 

Altona Magic 16 95 2 9 22°36 17 : 

Heidelberg United 152 3°10 27:44 9 mee United Colts a aS 

Springyale City Reds 17 2. 5 412 20' 85-97! |S ia) sy 

pete: oleate SO Se te ee 4. | | Marconi Fairfield Colts 15 3 0 erent Macon 
on UTS Olympic Colts 152-0 10 41 6 
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& ABSW 
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Belgium 

4 Standard Liege 
Chub Brugge 1 Molenbeek 
Aalst 1 Lierse 


Freiburg 


Linfield 

PAOK Glenavon 
Traklis 
Panathinaikos” iki i 20 
Kastoria 20 
Tonikos i 20 
OFT i Glenavon 20 
Veria inail Glentoran 20 
Paniliakos i Ards 20 

Portadown 19 

Cliftonville 19 


Chesterfield 
Wrexham 
Walsall 
Watford 
Bournemouth 
Shrewsbury 
Blackpool 
Preston 
Gillingham 
Bristol Rovers 
Plymouth 
York 
Peterborough 
Wycombe 


Mouscron 23 «14 
Club Brugge 23 14 
Lierse. 23 
Anderlecht 23 
Antwerp 23 
Harelbeke 23 
Lommel 23 
Standard Liege 23 
Genk 23 
Ghent 23, 
Lokeren 23 
Charleroi 23 
Molenbeek 23 
Sint-Truiden 23 
Ekeren 23 
Mechelen 23 
Aalst 23 
Cercle Brugge 23 


Bewedabrurds86KYH 
bEUUNAEIO 
asusSaeacw 
WO OUAD RW 


Roda JC Kerkrade 1 Twente Enschede Scotland 
Heerenveen 0 Alkmaar Division One 
Willem II Tiburg 3 Nijmegen St Johnstone 


SSS ro wSrxrVSanun 
ASANSaAH 


Dundee 
Notts County 10 St Mirren 


Partick 


Rotherham 9 PSV Eindhoven 20 15 
Feyenoord 20 14 

Division Three Cu awe eaten 

ee Graaf Doetinch 20 10 
eee Roda JC Kerkrade 21 
Wi Ajax Amsterdam 20 
ee Heerenveen 21 
ey NAC Breda 20 
ah Willem II Tilb 21 
canbudee Utrecht 20 
sty. Volendam 20 
Sear Sparta Rotterdam 20 
eae Fortuna Sittard 20 
AZ Alkmaar 21 
Groningen 20 
NEC Nijmegen 21 
RKC Waalwijk 20 


DAOWCUAAUHRAWBNAUNYOS A 


Seen 
BOSH 


Carlisle 
Darlington 
England Doncaster 
Premier Division nalts 
Derby 1 West Ham ) eae 
Tottenham 0 Arsenal Leyton Orient 
Mansfield 
Rochdale 
Swansea 
Colchester 


at woanSouaarusy.n 


AIAHARSOASHAWOAUARLY 


Manchester United 25 14 
Liverpool 25 
Arsenal 26 
Newcastle 25 
Chelsea 24 
Wimbledon 23 
Aston Villa 25 
Sheffield Wed 24 
Tottenham 25 
Everton 25 
Leeds 25 
Sunderland 25 
Derby 25 
Blackburn 24 
Leicester 24 
Coventry 25 
Nottingham Forest 25 
West Ham 25 
Southampton 23 
Middlesbrough 24 


10 
10 

2 

10 

Middlesbrough deducted 3 points Se a 
8 

8 

9 

9 

8 

8 

7 


Livingston 
Hamilton 
Clyde 
Stenhousemuir 
Stranraer 
Queen of South 
Brechin 
Dumbarton 
Italy Berwick 
Serie A 
Atalanta Vicenza 
Juventus Perugia 
Lazio Inter 
Milan Bologna 
Piacenza Napoli 
Sampdoria Roma 
Udinese Cagliari 
Verona Fiorentina 


NUUIIOOHSRO 


Or PNE N= ENN 


ONeK Rs OMe moe 


Fulham 19 
Carlisle 18 
Wigan 18 
Swansea 16 
Cambridge United 16 
Colchester 12 
Scarborough 12 
Northampton 13 
Cardiff 14 
Chester 12 
Lincoln 12 
Mansfield 

Hull 

Torquay 

Leyton Orient 


56. 
46 
2) 
44 
43 
48 
46 
TS 1 
1339 
536, 
12 46 
9 35 
9 30 
13 32 
WE eal 
14 43 
16 37 
10 36 
10 30 
16 45 
ile 2 
17 29 

Doncaster 18 34 Parma 

Brighton 19 36 Milan 

Brighton deducted 2 points due pitch invasion Napoli 
Fiorentina 

France Tazin 

First Division oe 

ry = 

B Verona 

14 Cepia 
rT Reggiana 
11 


WeOAUWAUAIIIIG 


SoSh 


oS 
neomemenen® BRRARRR 


sultaSbGweSsaaBananwgn 


Division 
Inverness Thistle 


NUAIMOACSHMAINHEAAHADIM 


UNUARIDAI CHO 
-ONnOCONK= 


Juventus 2 11 7 
Sampdoria 20 10 5 
Bologna 9 4 
Inter aI 
Atalanta 
Vicenza 
Roma 


i 
RERBRRBRRRE 


i 
4 


Rochdale 
Bamet 
Darlington 
Hereford 
Exeter 


rr 
tv 


Division One 
Bolton Sheffield United 
Charlton Barnsley 
Grimsby Huddersfield 
Norwich West Bromwich 
Oxford Oldham 
Port Vale Ipswich 
Southend Stoke 
Wolverhampton Crystal Palace 


Be 


Deportivo Coruna 
Logrones 
Sporting Gijon 
Barcelona 
Valladolid 
Athletic Bilbao 
Extremadura 
Celta Vigo 
Real Madrid 
Valencia 
Sevilla 


as 


Racing Santander 
Espanyol 

Oviedo 

Rayo Vallecano 
Hercules 

Real Betis 
Zaragoza 
Tenerife 


ar ULYRALVOLVYULYEAYRULWDY 
BURSSESSSSRSRBESEESSGARS 


Were bynN 
8 


8 


Bolton 33 18 11 
Bamsley Sit S10) 
Wolverhampton 32) Gye) 
Sheffield United 32 14 «9 
Crystal Palace 1S etO) 
Norwich 32:14 7 
Stoke etbaitig) 7 
Ipswich Soguligel 2 
Portsmouth 32 13 6 
Port Vale 33.10 14 
Oxford United ahs she i 
Queens Park Rgrs 32 11 10 
Tranmere Sieioney, 
Swindon 32 12 6 
West Bromwich Alb 33 9 14 
Huddersfield EHD oil 
Charlton SL eile TG; 
Reading 31 10 
Birmingham 2 10 
Manchester City 30 5 
Southend 32 il 
Grimsby ail 10 
Bradford 2 10 
Oldham Athletic 30 10 


£ 


bs 
ReENVeEwWNeone 


me nocon-oore 


ww 
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Real Madrid 
Barcelona 

Real Betis 
Deportivo Coruna 
Real Sociedad 
Atletico Madrid 
Valladolid 
Athletic Bilbao 
Racing Santander 
Tenerife 
Valencia 

Celta Vigo 
Oviedo 

Espanyol 
Sporting Gijon 
Compostela 

Rayo Vallecano 
Zaragoza 
Logrones 

Sevilla 23 
Extremadura 24 15 38 19 
Hercules ya 15 21 46 19 
Note:Two teams qualify for the Champions League. 
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63 
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Be 
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44 
32 
42 
25 
38 
32 
27 
29 
29 
23 
23 
24 
26 
18 
20 
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Avi CUu=woSCUS 
ANEoBeSsS 
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RSSHSLRLESRBENBREESS 
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Division Two 
Burnley 
Luton 
Walsall 
Rotherham 
Blackpool 
Bristol City 


BRASP BRS 


Bournemouth 
Bristol Rovers 
Crewe 
Millwall 
Notts County 
Peterborough 
Plymouth 
Preston 
Stockport 
York 


& 


BERR 


MSV Duisburg. 
1860 Munich 
Hamburg 

Amninia Bielefeld 
St. Pauli 

Fortuna Duesseldorf 
Hansa Rostock 
Hansa Rostock 
Borussia Moench 


OMDOIUIIADEHUUNPE 


is 
sal 


Wee oH oone 
tr 


PUNNWENHLS 


Gillingham 
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Brentford 30 15 11 4 
Luton Town RIG) = ali 
Crewe 30 16 2 12 
Bristol City SIL) 
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eading UEFA official Gerhard 

Aigner made it clear to Germany 
last Wednesday that it was still 
backing the country’s 
candidacy for the 2006 World 
Cup despite the recent 
rumpus over a rival bid 
from England. 

Germany launched their 
bid in 1993 and got the full 
backing of UEFA, which is 
keen to ayoid the kind of 
battle that South Korea and 
Japan fought for the 2002 
tournament. The event was 
eventually awarded to both countries, 

But England’s recent entry into the race 
has complicated matters, After a meeting in 
London last week, the governing body said it 
would meet officials from both England and 


body FIFA. 


Germany in April before deciding to which 
country it would give its complete 
SUpporL. 


country from the continent 
although it knows that other 
European countries can enter the race 
if they so wish. : 
The ultimate decision about who will be 
awarded the finals is made by world-governing 


keen to stress that Europe’s 
governing body had not 
made a U-turn on its 
support of the DFB despite 
the fact it had not made a 
final decision. 

UEFA is keen to stick to 
ifs idea of supporting just one 


backfired, 


continental-style 


Cesare Maldini’s side is 
now level with England at the 
top of Group 2 with a game in 
hand and with just one team 
certain of qualification, it is a 
firm favourite to reach the 
finals in France in 1998, 

For England, who showed 
seven changes from the side 
that beat Georgia three months 
ago, its first defeat from open 
play in a competitive match at 


FOR VICTOR 


in the crucial World Cup 


striker Wembley since losing to 
Denmark in 1983 was a 
tactical gamble that failed. 


England coach Glenn 


replaced him with 
Newcastle’s Les Ferdinand, a 
traditional English centre- 
forward. 


A . ; . qualifying match at Hoddle chose to play three at But by then, Italy had 
urine is ciara omit Wembley on Wednesday as the back with two wing backs grown in confidence after 
repo) en England’s plans of playing a and playmakers Matthew Le riding England’s early storm 


Tissier — making his first 


game 
start for England for two years 


and going into an early lead 
that stunned the packed 


—and Steve McManaman, Wembley crowd into 
tucked in behind lone striker momentary silence. 
Alan Shearer. Zola, who moved to 


But the variation on the 
‘Christmas tree’ theme, as 
developed by Hoddle’s 
predecessor Terry Venables, 
never really worried an 
assured Italian defence. 
Hoddle acknowledged his 
mistake when he withdrew Le 
Tissier after the break and 


London club Chelsea from 
Parma in the summer, struck 
after 18 minutes when he 
latched on to a long-ball from 
Alessandro — Costacurta, 
advanced into the right of the 
area andlashed his shot into 
the roof of the England net. 

Tt was the worst possible 


WORLD RESULTS & TABLES Cowtinwed... 


JUVE DRAWING AWAY 
FROM THE FIELD 


Gamedoria slipped up in their attempt to catch 
Juventus, at the week-end, 

The Genoans were beaten 1-2 at home by Roma for 
whom Moriero and Balbo opened up a decisive lead, 
ee Montella closed the gap late in the second 
half. 

Juve won quite comfortably against lowly Perugia 
by the same score in Turin where Alessandro Del 
Piero opened the scoring for ‘the old lady’, from the 
penalty spot. He then increased the lead just after 
the break but then the reigning champions eased up 
and complacency cost them a late goal in injury time, 
scored by Materazzi. 

Next season will see two Italian clubs in the 
European Cup, when EUFA allows the runners-up of 
Europes major leagues, to join the Champions. Once 
great Bologna are hoping to clinch the coveted 
second spot and remain on course despite a 0-2 
defeat by mighty Milan at the San Siro. Arigo Saachi’s 
second spell with the ‘other’ great aristocrats of 
calccio did not start off too well, but this win may 
signal a retum to more familiar territory at the top of 
Serie A for them. Albertini scored Milan’s first from 
the penalty spot, while Blomquist who substituted 
Boban in the second half made certain of the three 
points. 

Inter Milan and Atalanta join Bologna on level 
points while three clubs, Vicenza, Roma and Parma 
fill the next three places, with just a point less. It 
looks like being a tremendous fight for the UEFA Cup 
places not to mention the 2nd Champions Cup 
vacancy. 

Rome and Milan's ‘other clubs’ fought out a ding- 
dong battle at the Olympic Stadium. Fuser scored first 
for Lazio after 24 minutes. In the second half, 
Chilean Zamorano equalised for Inter and Frenchman 
Djorkaeff put the visitors into lead before Bepe 
Signori salvaged a point for the Romans. 

At the bottom, Reggiana with only I win all season, 
look doomed fo retum to {Ke more familiar regions of 
Serie B. Unlike recent“years which has seen the 
relegation of such fopmer big guns like Torino, Genoa 
and Bari, their fellow travellers should also be less of 
a surprise, coming from Cagliari, Verona and/or 
Perugia. 
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ENGLAND 


FA CUP 
6TH ROUND DRAW 


Sheffield Wednesday v Wimbledon 
Portsmouth v Leicester Cityor Chelsea 
Derby County or Coventry City v 
Middlesbrough 
Chesterfield v Wrexham 
(Matches to be played on March 8 and 9) 


Boe ta a a ES Baa 
Del Piero: Scored both goals for Juventus. 


WORLD CUP 
Europe — Group 2 


England 0 Italy 
Zola 19 
Crowd: 75,055. 
TABLE 

England 430 1 
Italy 3530 0 
Poland 2 UO iI 
Georgia 200 2 
Moldova 300 3 
Next match: March 29 - Italy v Moldova 


Nouwun 


FANS 
CLASH IN 
HOLLAND 


ms of Dutch clubs Ajax Amsterdam and Feyenoord 
armed with a variety of weapons, including knives, 
sticks, clubs and pickaxes, clashed last Sunday, on a ring 
road to the north of Amsterdam, police said. 
| ‘The two teams meet in the league at Ajax’s Arena stadium 
| next Sunday. 

“There were about 40 Feyenoord supporters and 40 from 
Ajax involved on the AJO (ring road). The police moved in 
very quickly and there were no injuries but we closed parts of 

the road for some time,” said a police spokesman. 

He described the incident as more of a stand-off than a 
pitched battle, 

Feyenoord were away to Volendam, some 15 kilometres 
north of Amsterdam, while Ajax travelled to Graafschap 
Doetinchem in the east of the country. 

During the Ajax-Feyenoord match in Rotterdam in 
November Feyenoord fans lobbed fire-bombs at the police 
and bombarded the Ajax team bus, 

| Ajax fans had pelted police with ball bearings when they 
arrived at Rotterdam’s Central Station. 


Teams: 

ENGLAND: Ian Walker, Gary Neville, Stuart Pearce, 
Paul Ince, Sol Campbell, Graeme Le Saux, David 
Beckham, David Batty (lan Wright 89) Alan Shearer, 
Matt Le Tissier (Les Ferdinand 60) Steve McManaman 
(Paul Merson 77), 

ITALY: Angelo Peruzzi, Ciro Ferrara, Paolo Maldini, 
Dino Baggio, Fabio Cannavaro, Alessandro 
Costacurta, Angelo Di Livio, Roberto Di Matteo, 
Pierluigi Casiraghi (Fabrizio Ravanelli 77), Demitrio 
Albertini, Gianfranco Zola (Diego Fuser 90). 


THAILAND 


KING'S CUP 
Results of matches in four-nation 
1 tournament at Bangkok’s National Stadium 
FINAL 
SWEDEN 3 THAILAND 1 
2 9 Sungren 68, - Pobprassert 88 
1 9 Persson 82, Steiner 90 
eee THIRD PLACE 
8 0 JAPAN 2 ROMANIA 0 
Kurosaki 65, Okano 86 


—= 


start for Tottenham’s Jan 
Walker in the England goal, 
who was making his first start 
in an England team after first- 
choice David Seaman pulled 
out at the last minute with a 
knee injury. 

England coach Glenn 
Hoddle had pinpointed Zola as 
the biggest threat to England’s 
hopes and the diminutive 
Sardinian gave him further 
cause for alarm on 26 minutes, 

The 30-year-old striker 
nearly grabbed his 10th goal 
for his country when he 
flicked the ball into the air and 
fired a ferocious volley 
towards the top left comer of 
goal which Walker did 
superbly to tip over. 


Spain 
crush 
Malta 


pain thrashed bottom 

side Malta 4-0 here today 
to consolidate top spot in 
Group Six of the European 
World Cup qualifiers. 

Javier Clemente’s side also 
scored their 100th goal in his 
50th game in charge. 

Raul, who has scored 11 
goals for Real Madrid this 
season, showed he could also 
be playmaker as he set up 
goals for Josep Guardiola in 
the 25th minute and Alfonso 
five minutes before the break. 

Maita, far from being 

ridiculed, made two 
excursions into Andoni 
Zubizarretta’s area in the first 
half. 
Two minutes after the 
interval Spain went further 
ahead when Alfonso got his 
second by taking advantage of 
a goalmouth scramble to find 
the net of Reggie Cini. 

Spain then finished with a 
flourish by scoring their 
fourth in injury time through 
Juan Antonio Pizzi after good 
work by Julen Guerrero. 
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ewcastle Topper 
Breakers’ Board 
Room was the 


obvious location for the 
1997 launch of the Bill 
Turner Cup. 

Media representatives 
crowded the room as 
Warren Oliver, spokesman 
for the giant sports good 
firm “Topper”, declared 
that they had swung in 
behind the Topper Bill 
Turner Cup, as it will be 
known. 

With the Breakers 
already being sponsored by 
Topper, Mr Oliver said it 
was a natural progression 
for the sports goods firm to 
now move into the junior, 
or grass roots area of 
Australian soccer, and what 
better medium than the 
fifteen year olds school 
competition for the Bill 
Turner Cup. 

The meeting had opened 
with a welcome from the 
Breaker’s Media Liaison 
Officer, Shane Johnson 
followed by the Cup's 
Senior Manager, Terry 
Hampton who gave an 
overview of the 
competition. 

Bill Turner spoke of the 
emotions felt when they 
lost their previous sponsor 
of nine years, the efforts 
expended to gain a new one 
and the elation when John 
Holder of Topper agreed to 
take over. 


ince 1979 when the first 

ball was kicked in the Bill 
Turner Cup, records have 
continued to be broken. 

As teported last year, 1996 
saw the first team of ‘all 
girls’, contest a Round One 
fixture out in Western NSW, 
albeit by accident, 

Over the years girls have 
been included in individual 
school squads because of lack 
of boys in schools of small 
populations or because the 
girls had the ability to be 
selected. 

Girls have not been denied 
selection as it would be 
termed ‘discrimination’ and 
the committee running the Bill 
Turner Cup willingly and 
judiciously accept each 
nomination, 

Perhaps the girl that drew 
most attention recently was 
Lisa Casagrande who played a 
full season of Bill Tumer Cup 
Soccer for her Lismore school 
and soon afterwards was 
included in the Australian 
Women’s National team. A 


TOPPER 


BILL TURNER CUP 


CHANNEL 10 
SHOWING 
GAMES 


Phil Dando, a former 
goalkeeper with Newcastle 
KB United from Channel 
10,announced his TV 
channel’s agreement to 
cover the competition in 
Queensland, Northern 
NSW, Southern NSW and 
Country Victoria. This is an 
enormous breakthrough and 
a first for the Bill Turner 
Cup. 


INVOLVEMENT 
& IMPROVEMENT 


Mr John Andrew, 
Director of Topper, said he 
was more than pleased to 
be involved with the 
competition and that he had 
already thought of ways to 
improve its progress. He 
has had considerable 
experience in several levels 
of soccer club 
administration in the 
Sydney Hills district. 

General Manager of the 
Northern NSW Soccer 
Federation, Garry Screen 
stressed their continued 
support which began in 
1979. In the initial year of 
the competition 

Stefan Kamasz was the 
president and he shared Bill 
Turner’s vision which he 
and the Northern NSW 
Federation have never lost. 


most worthy inclusion it was 
too. 

Last year because of a 
fixtures mix up at Forbes 
High, the boys team turned up 
at the school where the girls 
should have been and the girls 
arrived at the boys venue. 

There was considerable 
consternation in the minds of 
all when fifteen girls stepped 
out of the bus at Bathurst 
High. It was reported that the 
referee, after a quick look at 
the rules suggested that there 
was no reason why the game 
should not be played. And 
played it was - with the 
Bathurst boys running out 
comfortable winners — but it 
has to be said “the girls had a 
great day” — so did the boys. 

‘The same can’t be said for 
the Forbes boys. They had to 
return home without a game 
and denied a crack at the 
Bathurst side because the girls 
had already taken their place. 

But! This year of 1997, the 
Bill Turner Cup committee 
was notified that an entry had 


Stefan Kamasz is currently 
General Manager of the 
Ericsson Cup. 


HANDBOOK 


During Bill Tumer’s, at 
times amusing, speech the 
1997 Handbook was 
presented. The 72 page 
book is a compilation of 
every facet of the 
competition with many 
pages are in colour. Some 
of the gathering suggested 
that the handbook could 
easily be described as a 
collector’s item. 

In answer to a question 
Mr Turner said that despite 
most of his time being 
taken up on sponsorship 
there was still an increase 
in entries by about twenty 
on 1996. He stressed that 
late entries were still being 
accepted. 


ENQUIRIES 
FROM WA 


Another interesting fact 
to emerge was that there 
had been more enquiries 
from Western Australia 
than the other non- 
participating states 
combined. The WA schools 
were seeking an avenue for 
them to join the 
competition in the near 
future. 


@es 


been received from St 
Monica's, aa all girls school 
from North Cairns in Far 
North Queensland. 

St Monica’s becomes the 
first official entry to be 
accepted into the competition 
from an all-girls school and it 
certainly is no accident. 

As Coach Damian 
O'Sullivan said, “Queensland 
has no similar competition for 
girls, so this was a great 
opportunity for them to enter.” 
The same sentiments were 
echoed by Peninsula Area 
Manager Victor Zamprogno 
and State Manager David 
Donaldson. 

There is an interesting side 
to St Monica’s entry. Their 
Round One match is against 
near neighbours, Peace 
Lutheran College and can you 
imagine if the girl’s team is 
victorious? 


Terry Hampton and Warren Oliver who BATUced his sports goods company, Topper 
would sponsor the Bill Turner Cup. 


BACK ROW L-R: Coach, Melissa Dickson, Rebecca Victor, 
Sarah Haydon, Courtney Aitken, Belinda Wetherall, Fiona Catta, 
Rebecca Sullivan (back), Hayley Thurston. 

FRONT L-R: Emma Clunes, Tammie Miller, Melissa Hurford, 
_Tarya: Shirvington,. Dannielle Hawken, Lisa Smith. 
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(Starr 80) 


orthern NSW came 
back firing after a 
lacklustre first half to 
record a 1-1 draw last 
Friday night against front 
runners and fierce rivals 
NSWIS in Newcastle. 

NNSW would have been 
disappointed after managing 
only a draw on home soil, the 
pressure on to perform after 
an unlucky Sydney round 
produced not a single point. 
Their cause was boosted 
during the week, NNSW 
successful in its bid to reclaim 
Japanese L-League 
professional Sunni Hughes as 
their own, after the striker had 
originally been drafted to the 
ACT side. 

Sustained wet weather had 
forced the hosts to shift the 
entire round from the plush 
Breakers Stadium as late as 
Thursday evening, a huge 
disappointment after a 
committed promotional push 
for the event. Coming to the 
rescue was Weston Park, more 
than adequate in the 
circumstances, although quite 
a distance from the city 
centre. 

After an even start as the 
players acclimatised to the 


1 NSW Institute of Sport 
(Tann-Darby 14) 


heavy surface, NSWIS soon 
settled into their pattern and 
pushed the ball around well. 
Within 14 minutes, they had 
taken the lead, a Taryn 
Rockall corner only half 
cleared by the Northern 
defence, the ball falling to 
forward Amanda Boyle on the 
left edge of the penalty area. 
Her chip to the far post was 
met decisvely by the head of 
Anissa Tann-Darby, making a 
tun on the blind side, to find 
the target from close range. 
This however was one of 
the few dangerous raids on 
goal at either end for the first 
half. NNSW rarely got past 
first gear and strikers Lisa 
Casagrande and Hughes 
enjoyed little support against a 
solid defence. 

Half time brought about a 
changed NNSW. They were 
fired up into attack to apply 
much more pressure on the 
opposition defence from the 
restart. Scoring opportunities 
became more frequent, and 
the match developed into an 
entertaining affair. 

The crowd was brought 
alive with a flurry of shots 
which could only find the 
woodwork. Northern were the 


3 QLD Academy of Sport 


(Hughes 29, 55, Fitzgerald 46) 


Nee NSW put on an 
electric display of 
brilliant attacking 
combinations to record their 
first victory 3-2 in the league 
last Sunday in Newcastle. 

But it was QAS who took 
the early lead in the vital 
clash, young Alicia Ferguson 
finishing some good work up 
the left with a well taken 
header in just the seventh 
minute. 

But the visitors’ goal 
served only to jolt NNSW into 
action, suddenly turning on 
sustained periods of pressure 
on the opposition defence. 
‘The pace tured up with their 
incisive passing and running 
off the ball, penetrating and 
dangerous at every wave of 
attack to dominate the 
remainder of the half. 

NNSW terrier Lisa 
Casagrande pressured a 
haggled defence and won the 
ball in the 29th minute to set 
up the equaliser. From the by- 
line, she laid back a simple 
pass to the awaiting Sunni 
Hughes unmarked in front of 
goal who drove in her shot 
from close range. 

Six minutes later, a good 
move up the right flank saw 


the bali fed to Hughes again, 
who unleashed a rocket shot 
from 13 metres, despite the 
challenge of QAS defender 
Sonia Gegenhuber, for the 
home side to take the lead 2-1. 

After the break, NNSW 
immediately carried on where 
they had left off, extending 
their fead to 3-1 inside the 
opening minute. A flurry of 
shots somehow stayed out, 
with QAS unable to clear. The 
ball finally fell to Sarah 
Fitzgerald at an acute angle on 
the right side who tried her 
luck and saw her drive hit the 
inside of the far post and in 
for a 3-1 scoreline. 

NNSW continued to attack 
and brought out some 
magnificent reflex saves from 
QAS keeper Belinda Kitching. 
Their pattern of play however 
seemed to drop a little in 
intensity, and the 


Queenslanders started to show 
a bit more-composure to 
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NORTHERN BATTLE 
FOR FIRST POINT 


Northern NSW ITC 


first with a 65th minute 
corner, Hughes’ header 
striking the crossbar. Three 
minutes later, NSWIS forward 
Katrina Boyd was on the end 
of some fine work up the right 
flank, her drive hitting the 
post. Another four minutes 
and NNSW’s Kristy Palozzi 
smashed her attempt against 
the bar. 

In the 80th minute, a long 
searching ball towards goal 
was reached with another 
great run from Casagrande, 
ending in a desperate tackle 
from goalkeeper Jenny 
Preszezalek before sweeper 
Louise McMurtrie came in to 
help. From the ensuring two- 
way tussle, McMurtrie was 
ajudged to have fouled in the 
box, a‘soft penalty according 
to the. visitors. Bridgette 
Starr’s strike from the spot 
was successful despite 
Praszezalek getting a hand to 
the ball. 

The equaliser set the scene 
for an exciting finish, and 
Northern maintained the 
momentum to dominate until 
the final whistle, unlucky not 
to steal a winner. 


) 


(Ferguson 7, Revell 79) 


involve themselves more in 
the game. 

QAS were rewarded for 
their determination in the 79th 
minute, pegging a goal back 
for a much more encouraging 
scoreline of 3-2. A well- 
floated comer found the feet 
of Kim Revell, letting fly with 
a bullet from 10 metres, 

But Northern were not 
about to let slip their chance 
of victory, and had a chance to 
regain their two goal buffer 
when they were awarded a 
penalty with five minutes 
remaining, after Casagrande 
was pulled down in the box. 
Bridgette Starr’s attempt was 
not hit with her usual force, 
and QAS’ Kitching made a 
brilliant diving save to her 
right. The rebound was sent 
back towards goal from close 
range, but Kitching recovered 
to block the shot once more. 


NSW Institute of Sport 
Murray 26) 
Academy of Sport 
(Ferguson 84) 


lower leg. 

NSWIS finally took the 
lead in the 26th minute, again 
Boyd penetrating the defence 
with a perfect pass for 
Murray, this time making no 
mistake with a decisive shot 
from in front. 

QAS had their chances, but 
too often sent long balls 
through to the front, denying 
their skilful strikers the ay 
opportunity to take on the 
NSWIS defence effectively. 

Tn the second half, NSWIS 
visibly tired with simple 
errors creeping into their 
game, and the match 
becoming patchy. QAS finally 
picked up the pace in the last 
ten minutes, and for the 
second day in a row, NSWIS 
conceded a late equalising 
goal. In the 84th minute, 
Tammie Thornton forged up 
the left edge of the box before 
lining up a fantastic square 
bali across the face of goal, 
Substitute Alicia Ferguson 
timed her run perfectly to 
smash in a rocket from 12 
metres to the delight of her 
QAS teammates. 

A few tension-packed final 
moments were played out 
before the final whistle to 
signal a sharing of the points. 


record a 1-1 draw last 
Saturday night in 
Newcastle. 

QAS suffered a terrible 
preparation, their flight 
delayed several hours and a 
tush road trip straight to the 
venue, still only saw them 
arrive at the scheduled kick 
off time, forcing a delayed 


start, 

NSWIS made a great start 
against the unsettled QAS, 
creating a number of 
dangerous raids on goal 
within the fifteen minutes. 
Forwards Katrina Boyd and 
Julie Murray worked well in 
combination, Boyd supplying 
top passes with some magic 
balls, only to see Murray’s 
shots go just wide of the 
mark. 


Baker, Fitzgerald, 
Small, Youman, 
Casagrande, Hughes. 


NSW INSTITUTE OF 


NSW INSTITUTE 
OF SPORT: “¥ 
Praszezalek, =~ 
Klessattel (L Collins 


89), Tann-Darby, 
McMurtrie (K Collins 


Peters, Rockall, 
Hewson, Garriock, 
Murray, Boyd... 


QLD ACADEMY 
OF SPORT: 


Kitching, Leake, 

Gi uber, Stork, 

eee 
rt i 

Currey (Mann 59), 

Revell, Dunne, 

Thomton. 


QAS’s Tammie Thornton 
was unlucky, a clever chip 
from wide on the right 
matched by a last ditch save 
by keeper Jenny Praszezalek, 

NSWIS were set back 
when a crunching tackle 
between Lisa Dunne and 
Louise McMurtrie ended with 
defender McMurtrie receiving 
ambulance attention for a 
suspected fracture to the 


GOALS IN| AUSSIES 
EXCITING| FOR USA 
GAME SERIES 


n Sunday February 9 in the South 

‘Conference in Melbourne a late goal 
gave SASI a draw against a battling 
Victoria ITC side. 

Victoria came so close to the upset of the 
league to date. In an impressive 
performance, they led twice against 
frontrunners SA, until Kristy Moore stole a 
Tate equaliser four minutes from time. 


QO 
LEAGUE 
MOVES ON TO 

ADELAIDE 


Nee League makes its appearance 
in Adelaide this week at the prestigious 
home of Soccer, Hindmarsh Stadium. 

The South Conference teams come 
together for their last preliminary round with 
locals, SASI enjoying a six point lead at the 
top. On home turf, they look almost 
guaranteed first place going into the playoffs, 

The Sunday clash between SASI and 
ACTAS will be played in combination with 
the men’s NYL and Ericsson Cup matches, 
And in a first for the league, the SASI v 
Victoria clash will be broadcast live on 
COAST FM radio. 

wow we 


(Dugomanov 85). 


McGovern, 


65), Randall 5 
46), Youman, 
Casagrande, Hughes. 


QLD ACADEMY 
OF SPORT: 
Teak, Gogentl ber 
Garven (Russell 70), 
Mann, Revell, 
Ferguson, Currey, 


be announced mid-week. 


decisions. 


Melboume on Monday 24 February. 


as follows: 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 
Bob Jane Stadium 
Melbourne 


28 


SUNDAY MARCH 2 
Cartington Oval, Bathurst 


it (Short 55), 
Thomitoi 


Bruce Stadium, Canberra 


SOUTH CONFERENCE — KO) 


FRIDAY 21 FEBRUARY 
SASI ¥ Victoria 7.00pm 
SATURDAY 22 FEBRUARY 
Victoria vy ACTAS 3.00pm 
SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 

| SASLy ACTAS 2.50pm 
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18 (Boyle 49), Davis, 


The 18-member team will assemble in 


WEDNESDAY MAKCH 5 


. st = = 
Katrina Boyd: Two 
“nights fr NSWAS In 
Newcastle © 


tees team to take on Olympic 
Champions, USA in ten days’ time will 


The Ansett Australia Summer Series has 
been the perfect selection opportunity going 
into the test series, caretaker coaches Greg 
Brown and Jeff Olver making the tough 


The schedule for the three internationals is 


HINDMARSH STADIUM, ADELAIDE 


19 


| SOUTH AMERICA @& 


— CompPitep BY MaARio ETCHART in CHILE — 


AT 


rgentina scored a Sebastian Veron were in great _ very doubtful penalty awarded 
very important 1-0 form while for Colombia only _ by Brazilian referee, Antonio 


Argentina : Grief 


victory over the veteranCarlos Valderrama Pereira Da Silva. Colombia 

Colombia, in Barranquilla, _ played up to his standard, Meanwhile, the Argentines ————— 
boosting their chances of The new look Passarella’s were very dangerous in the AY arre goalkeeping their last World Cup qualifier o 
reaching the finals of the squad went 1-0 up after only counter attack, missing under allowed against Colombia in 1993, Uruguayan defender 
1998 WorldCup in France. nine minutes when a soft shot several chances through | Argentina to score and beat when they lost 0-5 in Nelson Graniolati who has 

The Argentines, playing from striker Claudio Lopez Claudio Lopez. Colombia 1-0 in a World ‘ Buenos Aires —- one of the | been playing for the last 
with ten men for 45 minutes _ surprised goalkeeper Faryd After the match, | Cup qualifier, thereby . darkest moments Argentine | SéYem seasons with Mexican 
after -the sending off of | Mondragon. Colombian coach Hector | getting revenge for one of soccer has ever suffered. first division club Atlante, 
defender Eduardo Berizzo, The Colombians although Gomez conceded that | the biggest humiliations in : Tronically, Mondragon, | has signed with Chilean club 
showed great character and they dominated the encounter Argentina played better and | their football history. te who plays his club soccer in | Deportes Concepcion. 
determination against a local for most of the 90 minutes, deserved to win. Colombian goalkeeper “ 4 Argentina with é 
side that couldn’t find their  couldn’t break a very solid It was Colombia's first | Farid Mondragon committed te \ Independiente, has Uruguayan champion 


an astonishing error of vw" established a reputation for Penarol signed its former 


best form. visitor's defence. The only defeat in Barranquilla since 
in the ninth minute \ being a solid goalkeeper in goalkeeper Fernando Alvez, 


Attacking midfielder Ariel clear chance they had was in 1989. 
Ortega, defender Roberto the 54th minute when 
Sensini and midfielder Juan midfielder Serna missed a 


$5 \ y Defensor Sporting’s 
when he thought a 25-metre sharp contrast to his midfielder le Rome? 


and Jorge Goncalyez, a 
Uruguayan defender who 
played for Ferro Carril Oeste 


shot by Claudio Lopez was predecessor, the eccentric but 
going out of | play. error-prone Rene Higuita. 
He allo ball to pass Lopez’s early goal 


him but to his horror, instead unsettled Colombia and 
E a ¢ of going out, it trickled into Argentina missed two gilt- 
¥ 4 the Colombian net to hand edged chances to increase 
Colombia their first home | their lead before halftime. 
WORST DEFEAT 


defeat in a World Cup j Colombia, with captain 
ifier since 1985 - when ) Carlos Valderrama 
ey also lost to Argentina. producing another slick 


It was a thoroughly display which belied his 35 

frustrating match for years, settled down after the 

| Danae caused the qualifying round. match, home side Bolivia | Colombia who began the day interval and put the visitors 
surprise result of the Francisco Maturana's team drew 1-1 with Chile, while in | 8 outright leaders of the under more pressure in an 


round by thrashing completely dominated the Asuncion, Paraguay, playing a | South American World Cup exciting and dramatic game. 
Uruguay 4-0 in the high match against a lethargic very good game, defeated | qualifiers with a proud r The Colombian midfielder 
altitude of Quito, Uruguayan outfit that finished Peru 2-1 and lead the series | Unbeaten record, = was hugely creative but, with 
It is the first time that an the 90 minutes with only eight —_ together with Colombia, ‘They failed to capitalise on striker Faustino Asprilla 
Ecuadorean side has beaten players. oe oe playing the entire second half suffering an off-day, they 
Uruguay in a World Cup In La Paz, in a hard fought with a one-man advantage, were unable to convert 
after Argentina’s Eduardo numerous promising attacks 
Berizzo was sent off before ' into goals. 
halftime for a foul on Rene +3 Mauricio Serna missed the 


baal Jorge Fossati, who 


i . = Valenciano, and also missed a iy é best chance in the 54th 
Crowd: 50,000 COLOMBIA 0° “ARGENTINA 1 r penalty in the 54th minute. ; minute when he fired a Eiguyan Gr iv ie ne 
As ragon. brera, Mendoza, Berm Argentina, who have A penalty wide of the goal after 
Se) Seca aware (racheso i) Malderrama, Rison ieee Acree suffered some disappointing Asprilla was fouled by phase, is the new coach of 
Coach: Gomez. “ (| : results in the qualifiers, Hernan Diaz. Paraguayan giant Cerro 


Another chance went 
begging in injury time when 
Passarella took over Antony Avila, whose over- 


produced one of their best 


ARGENTINA: Gonzalez, Diaz, Sensini, Berizzo, Paz, Simeone, Zapata, Veron, petormascss since Daniel 


Ortega, Crespo (Vivas 46), Lopez (Sorin 83). tall Fossati replaced 


Coach: Passarella. re : hugnaent ca pgs former Paraguayan 
Goal: Argentina: Lopez (9). -* following the 1994 World individualistic play spotlt iaieraattimaltonikex Carlou 
Yellow cards: COLOMBIA: Galeano, Cabrera, Rincon, Sema, Bermudez. Cups Sone on ied several attacks, completely | co atthe helm of the most 


place in the nine-team group. mistimed a header and failed - 

They also went along way to connect with a cross in | Popular club in Paraguay. 
to wiping out memories of front of the Argentine goal. om Uhaewa yaa 
international striker Alvaro 
Recoba, who plays for 
Nacional of Montevideo 
could go to Italian club 


ARGENTINA: Berizzo, Ae Diaz. 

fan of ithe Ma Fontes tArge: 
Match: ae Ortega ntina). 

iteferee: Da Silva (Brazil). 


ECUADOR 4 URUGUAY 0 = 
Crowd: 58,000 & 
ECUADOR: Ibarra, Rivera, Montano, Hurtado, Ca purro, Ruiz, Blandon, 


TEAM 


ha-} 
= 
o 
a 
i 
> 
“J 


TOP SCORERS 


Aguinaga, De La Cruz (Chala 61), Gilson (Femandez 85), Delgado, * Colombia TA 6 17 |¢ oats: Faustino ||| Juventus for a reported 
GRUGUAY, Siboldi, Tais, Montero, Herrera, Mendez, Moas, Abeljon, Abreu Rareey for 5 fomeiba (Colombe) Poca 
\ ; Argentina 11) 71S See GOALS: Ivan c Former Uruguayan 


(Fonseca 54); Francescoll (Sarall 63}, O'Neill, Cedres iva 54). ‘ 
a equi (Si 12-9 12 | Z2merano (Chile), 


Ecuador Roberto Palacios international striker Ruben 


Goals; ECUADOR: Aguinaga (6), Deigado (69, 18); Chala (86). Sosa could*contiiiue his 
Yellow cards: De La Cruz (Ecuador), poe ; Ye 3210 5) tren, 

Herrera, Silva (Ui uguay * ~ Batistuta, Ariel Ortega Danubio of Uruguay. The 
Red cards: URUGUAY: Mendez (77), Fonseca (90), Abeijon (90). Chile 11 42 9° | (argentina); Eduardo striker is currently playing 
Man of the Match: Alex Aguinaga (Ecuador). Peru 9 11 9 ke for Spanish club Logrones. 


09 C0 90 00 Co co Co GO 
ONNUN FUUU 
HOR ORNL 


1 
1 
1 
4 
z 
4 6 410 10 | 3 GOALS; Gabriel career with his first club: 
mo) 
3 
7 


Referee: Castrilli (Argentina). 
PARAGUAY 2 PERU.I 
Crowd: 45,000 


PARAGUAY: Chilavert, Arce, Ayala, Rivarola, Gamara, Struway, Acuna 
(Bourdier 76), Benitez. Enciso, Rojas (Campos 74), Soto (Soto 82). 


Coach: . 

PERU: Balerio, Solano) Reynoso, J Soto, Olivares, Jayo; serrano (Caltiy 60) 
Pereda, Palacios (Saenz 78), Zegarra (Magallanes 68), Maestri. ~ 
Coach: Oblitas. 

Goals; PARAGUAY: Rivarola (12), Rojas {40}. PERU: res 

Yellow cards: PARAGUAY: Struway, Soto. PERU: Jayo, Serrano, . Zewarra, Pereda. 
Man of the Match: ‘ Benitez (Paraquay). 

Referee: Sanchez ( 


Crowd: 55,000 SS 

BOLIVIA: Trucco, Pena Psanchez, Sandy, Gchcalaiie Soria, Cristal Tino, 

Castillo (Gutierrez 46), Bicheverry, Moreno, Gee: 

Coach: Lopez. 

; ILE: Tapia, Fuentes, C Castaneda, Reyes, Miranda, M’Salas, Chavarria, V 

ald ve (Flores 56), Riveros (Contreras 76), P Gonzalez..t Zamorano (lee 
jong 8). 


Venezuela — @ Universidad Catolica 


of Chile defeated 
Copenhagen of Denmark, 4- 
1, in a friendly international 
played at Catolica’s San 
Carlos de Apoquindo 
stadium. 


co Former Argentine 
international striker Alberto 
Acosta netted Catolica’s four 


Paraguay v Colombia — Asuncion 
Bolivia v Argentina — La Paz 
Uruguay v Venezuela — Montevideo 
Peru v Ecuador — Lima 
Bye: Chile 


os champion Colo Colo, after its Fernandez (Nira 46), Villaseca (Paulao 70), 
brilliant victory in the Vina del Mar — Munoz, Guevara (Lobos 70), Emerson, Latin, 
Cup, continued its build up towards the Rojas, Espina, Barticciotto, Tapia. 


Coach: Acosta. start of the Libertadores Cup with a . Coach: Gustavo Benitez. 
Goals: Bolivia: Soria (27), deserved 1-0 triumph over Argentine first Lanus: Roa, Loza (Mena 61), Falaschi, 
CHILE: Gonzalez (44), ° division club Lanus. Gonzalez, Siviero, Ibagaza (Coimbra 61), 


The match played at Colo Colo’s Cravero, Mena, Fernandez, Enciso, Coyete 
Monumental Stadium of Santiago attracted  (Lacoseglia 46). 


Match: Pedro Gonzalez (Chile| 35,000 spectators. Goal: Baricciotto (55). 
Menno Tse (Peru). cel €olo Colo: M Ramirez (C Arbiza 46), 
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Yellow Cards: BOLIVIA: Ochoaizpur, Cristaldo, Tufno. CHILE: 
C Castaneda. 


ABSW & 


Queens Park Weird and Wonderful 
STUART JONES 
Ground: Hampden Park I @ 0 2- I 9 03 
Address: Mount Florida, Glasgow G42 9BA 
Railway Station: Mount Florida and Kings Park N: newcomers to the Football League this time for the first time in quite a while. Sunderland, Aston Villa 
Founded: 1867 and Sheffield Wednesday were in the battle for the title. A 1-0 loss at rivals Newcastle in their last game saw 
Admitted to League: 1900 ; Sunderland end up third behind champion Sheffield Wednesday (who won their last game 3-1 at home against 
Ground Capacity: 38,000 (when ground reconstruction complete then WBA) and Aston Villa (who won their last game 2-0 at Grimsby). The Sheffield team gained even less points 
60,000 all seated) than the champions the previous season, At the bottom there was less congestion as both Grimsby and Bolton 
Seats: 5 38,000 were relegated. Manchester City and Small Heath, who had both been relegated the previous season, won 
Pitch Size: 15 yd x 75 yd ° promotion straight back up with City winning the title of Division 2 champions. Burnley were bottom of the 
Largest Gate: 95,772 v Rangers Scottish Cup 18 Jan 1930 League on goal difference. A major part of that goal difference was their away goal record - played 17, scored 5, 
Biggest Win: 16-0 vSt Peters, Scottish Cup 1st Rd, 29 Aug 1885 conceded 52! Their only point away was a 0-0 draw with Burton United. ~ 
Heaviest Defeat: 0-9 v Motherwell Division one 26 Apr 1930 In the FA Cup, Bury had defeated Aston Villa 3-0 in the semis while Derby had done the same to Millwall. So 63,102 people 
Nickname: The Spiders attended the final at The Crystal Palace. Bury had scored three 1-0 victories before the semis and so went into the final having not 
Colours: White and Black hoops conceded a goal the whole campaign. Ross scored for Bury in the first half but this was really no indication of what was to happen 
Honours: eague: in the second period of play. For in that time Bury scored another five times In fact all five were scored within the first 15 minutes 
Division Two: 1922/23, after the change of ends. Bury had repeated Preston’s effort in 1889 of not conceding a goal during the tournament. 


B Division: 1955/56 sD a es e ceraa ‘onal thei 
Second Division: 1980-81 In the Southern League Southampton won the League. Portsmouth came third, despite having nine internationals on their 


s books. At the bottom there was controversy. Brentford and Watford had finished bottom and second bottom. Fulham had won the 

Scottish FA Cup: 1874, 1875, 1876, 1880, 1881, 1882, 1884, 1886, second division on goal difference. In the Test Match Brentford defeated Fulham 7-2 (that is as many as Fulham had conceded all 

1890, 1893. season) whilst Brighton defeated Watford. An informal meeting before the AGM had on a show of hands indicated Watford 

History: 4 " would survive, however a dinner was thrown by Fulham and new boys Plymouth Argyle. The following night at the AGM they 

Scotland's oldest club was formed in July 1867. They played for the first six years at Queens were both voted up whilst Watford were voted down a division. Amateur sides Southall (last), Chesham Town, and Wycombe 
Park Recreation Ground, from whence they derive their name. They not only participated in the ‘Wanderers were the bottom three. 

Scoitish Cup but the English FA Cup as well, in fact losing in two finals. In 1873 the club In Scotland Hibernian stopped Rangers dominance as they won the League by 6 points. Dundee were runners up with Rangers 


moved to a ground overlooked by Hampden Terrace, named after John Hampden, an English 37 points. In the Scottish FA Cup, Rangers and Hearts drew 1 All in the first final, then 0-0 in the replay, 
Parliamentarian in the Civil War. Their tenure at the first Hampden Park was short-lived and the before Rangers won 2-0 in the second replay. 


club played for one season at Titwood Park, a few hundred yards from the first Queens Park. 
‘The Club started to look for a more permanent home in 1894. It wasn’t until April 3, 1900 

that they found something suitable, a 12 and a half acre site. - Racing CB (4th successive title) 
At the end of the 1902-03 season, Queens left second Hampden Park which was taken over - Vib Leipzig 

by Third Lanark and renamed New Cathkin Park. ‘ i - HVV Den Haag (also Cup champions) 
On the 31st of October 1903 the new Hampden Park was opened with Queens Park defeating - Genoa (runners up Juventus) 

Celtic 1-0. Fire destroyed its first pavilion in 1905. The old amateurs were losing their - Goteborg IF 

dominance but international games meant the ground could continue to be developed. In April SC Young Boys 

1909 hooligans burnt the goal posts, cut the firemen’s hoses, and injured several policemen. - —— -—- = — 
By 1933 Queens Park held their Scottish Cup clash with Rangers in front of 97,000 people, a VISION 1 

record that no English club has even beaten. In 1937 Hampden reached its peak with capacity 


set at 150,000 although it was not Queens Park who filled it. Record gates for international and SS ee i Se 8 
cup games were set in the ground. Hampden Park declined rapidly and by the late 1970s Queens Sheffield Wednesday 446122¢=«*@S 2 eS a 1 9 23 
Park considered selling, however they would have got only around 30,000 pounds an acre, not Aston Villa SAP Ul) 3F 3 43 18 8 0 9 18 
enough for the club to rebuild elsewhere in the city. Sunderland 3410 «5 2 Zines 4 7 24 
Finally after much effort Hampden was set to be reconstructed, something that continues Sheffield U saan) =-8 6 360 ee22, -"'G 5 6 2 
today. Queens Park are currently in the second division and it must be strange to watch them Liverpool a4 ac &3 3 48hn21 6 1 10 2 
play in an empty stadium. They continue to be an amateur club in today’s professional Stoke 34 It 2 a ie lees 5 8 17 
environment of world football. The once great pioneers of world football have been overtaken, | WBA 34 10 2 5 BT 2726: 2 9 17 (26 
but for romance you can’t go past the Spiders. Bury 3414 «Od 2 44. 14 2 2 13. 513) | 29 
Derby Co 464132 2 341 i 1 3 16 a 
Nottingham Forest ciel (et je Tey Cee pew) 4 16 
Southern League Wolves Sieppene G £3054 ST GIA 3. 12-14 40 
Everton 4 1 2 5 B 18 23 4 1 7 2 
Team P W D L F A Pis 4 10 3 yi 27 : i - oH 
Southampton 3) 0 2 3 2» 4 ie ; 4 3 BQO ee MGS 293 
Reading 5 Der ome Nn sales ey? Pee oe) CT ae hime rae 5 | Brome Qe eb AF 99. 
Portsmouth » 17 7 6 69 32 4 36 ee 5 6 2B eg 1 4s 240 
Tottenham Hotspur 30 14 7 9 47 3 35 346 2 9 18 2 1 4 #1 (53 
Bristol Rovers 30 13 8 9 46 34 “4 Shah ee 
New Brompton AOsreint hd 1h ai:8i  eastagreasaess Division 2 
Millwall Athletic 30 4 3 13 52 37 31 Pp oW oD LF w oD 
Northampton Town 30 12 6 LEE! 8 . 30 
Queens Park 30 ll 6 13. 34 42 28 3415 1 i as 10 3 4 
‘West Ham U: 30 9 10 i 35 49 28 51 AES V AN eo Sh if ticeny hy Yio! 25 
30 10 7 3 43 44 rai 4 14 2 1 6 6 6 21 
30 10 7 B 38 46 yi BTM y Gees Gash Scclceat < <r hes 20 
0 8 Wi it 33 40 2 Et 3S Fao Mentone Regen * 6554 23 
30 i 3 16 56 ea} Et} Giana, goes oat C3 ao 5 30 
30 6 4 20 35 87 16 io Sr | eae ete Brak Leo) 28 
30 2 i 7 16 84 $ Fook Some eer me tT 404 38 
Sa ee es EE be 46 
Shei eaied 6, 3. 3 
uM ee Bar 38 
Peon 3 28 Ss 45 
a0 54 % a 2 
ich 3 
s. 42 
55 
50 
32 


West Bronwich Albion: 1895-96 finished in 7th position in the first division in 1902-03. 
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nglish football greats 
ined Prime Minister 
‘John Major today in 


saying that England - not 
Germany - deserves to host 
the 2006 World Cup. 

Major held a lunch and 
reception at 10 Downing 
Street, home of the British 
Prime Minister, to mark the 
official launch of England’s 
bid for football’s most 
prestigious event. 

Sir Stanley Matthews, Sir 
Bobby Charlton, Geoff Hurst, 
Tom Finney and Gary Lineker 
were among the former stars 
who turned out to support the 
campaigo. 

The year 2006 will mark 
the 40th anniversary of the 
only time England hosted - 
and won - the World Cup. 

“Tt would be lovely to have 
the tournament back afer a 40- 
year break becase we now 
have football fever in this 
country again,” Sir Stanley 
said. 

Major said, “We regard 
ourselves as the home of 
football, We regard ourselves 
as the home of a number of 
other sports too, but football 
we would particularly like to 
see come home in 2006 with 
the World Cup competition.” 
Last week's event came 
exactly two weeks after 
UEFA, European soccer’s 
governing body, notified the 


e FA Cup continued 
its remarkable season of 
surprises on Saturday as 
second division sides 
Chesterfield and Wrexham 
beat Nottingham Forest 
and Birmingham 
respectively to reach the 
quarterfinals. 

Chesterfield reached the 
last eight for the first time in 
more than a century of trying 
with a 1-0 victory over 
premier league Forest thanks 
to a 54th-minute penalty by 
Tom Curtis. 

Wrexham, who beat West 
Ham in the fourth round, 
came from behind to win 2-1 
at first division Birmingham. 

Premier league aristocrats 
Leeds also slipped up at 
home, beaten 3-2 by first 
division Portsmouth, leaving 
Wimbledon and 
Middlesbrough as the only 
top flight sides definitely 
through to the quarter-finals. 

Wimbledon recovered 
from going behind at home to 
Queens Park Rangers to win 
2-1 while Middlesbrough 
beat Manchester City 1-0 at 
Maine Road with a solitary 
goal by Brazilian Juninho. 

In the one outstanding 
fourth-round tie, Blackburn 
went ahead after just 50 
seconds but ended up losing 
2-1 at home to Coventry,who 
will play Derby in the fifth 
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English Football Association 
that it supported Germany’s 
bid and suggested that 
England drop out of the race. 

But, after talks in London 
earlier, UEFA agreed to 
consider both bids before 
submitting one European 
candidate to FIFA. 

The deadline for bids is in 
1999, with FIFA selecting the 
host country in June of 2000. 
Bids are also expected from 
South Africa and South 
America. 

“The decision, of course, is 
still two or three years away, 
and'I think what is becoming 
apparent after the fuss of 
recent months is the strength 
of England’s bid,” Major said. 

“T think it will prove to be a 
yery strong bid indeed. There 
is tremendous support in the 
U.K. right across the political 
parties. Most importantly, it 
will be a good, strong bid, and 
I believe it deserves to 
succeed on merits.” 

Major cited the 
“remarkable” improvements at 
English stadiums and the 
success of last summer’s 
European Championship in 
England. He also noted that 
Wembley Stadium is 
scheduled to be completely 
renovated and would serve as 
a perfect showpiece for the 
World Cup. 


cotland’s players were 

Heft red-faced when 
Estonia turned up last 
Wednesday and took a point 
from them in their World 
Cup qualifier after missing 
the original kick-off four 
months ago. 

The Scots attacked for 
much of the game but scomed 
a number of chances in front 
of a crowd of about 4,000, 
half Scottish 

When they were on target 
they found Estonian 
goalkeeper Mart Poom in 
inspired form and the 
European group four match 
ended goalless. 

Scotland manager Craig 
Brown was so embarrassed by 


his side’s display that he 
expressed “extreme 
disappointment and 
apologies” to the travelling 
fans. 

They head the group table 
with eight points from four 
games but Brown said the 
Scots’ inability to beat the 
Estonians would seriously 
damage their chances of 
qualifying for the finals. 

Celtic defender Tom Boyd 
came closest to breaking the 
deadlock when he hit the bar 
in the first half, while 
Estonia’s best chance fell to 
Andres Oper near the end. 

The match was played in 
Monaco after a dispute over 
the floodlighting for the 


Portsmouth 


original match in Tallinn last 
October meant the Estonian 
team failed to turn up at a 
revised kick-off 
Scotland were subsequently 
awarded a 3-0 victory but 
Estonia appealed, securing the 
replay. 


time. 


Estonia coach Teitur 


Thordarsson said in view of 
the result the appeal had been 
worthwhile. He said he had 
expected the Scots to have 
created more chances. 


While bemoaning his own 


team’s performance, Brown 
said the Estonians had shown 
they would be no pushover 
for Austria and Sweden, 
Scotland’s 
challengers in group four. 


other main 


& 


"Stanley Matthews: In 1965 an England great and Stoke 
City star, at PM's lunch. 


Despite goal, Birmingham went 
rexham. 


down to 


round, 

In the absence of so many 
big names, the road to 
Wembley is the most open 
for years. 

It is the first time since 
1946 that none of the so- 


called “Big Five” of 
Manchester United, 
Liverpool, Everton, 


Tottenham and Arsenal 
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reached the fifth round and 
will be the first final without 
at least one of them since 
1975. 

Eyen so, few would have 
expected Chesterfield to be 
one of those taking advantage 
and reach the fifth round for 
the first time since 1950, 

Wrexham, which made its 
name as a giant-killer when 


4 


ustralia’s coach Terry 
‘enables will mix trying 
to guide the Socceroos to the 
World Cup with owning an 
English first division club 
after buying Portsmouth. 
Venables, 54, took control 
of Portsmouth for just one 
pound (about $A2.16) and 
now is the club's major 
shareholder with a 51 per cent 
stake. 

The former England coach 
bought out Portsmouth’s 
owners, the Gregory family, 
under the terms of a special 
agreement when he was 
named club chairman last 


beating then league champion 
Arsenal in 1992, added to its 
roll of honour with a brave 
win at St Andrews. 

Former Manchester United 
Stalwart Steve Bruce put 
Birmingham ahead in the 
37th minute but Brian 
Hughes headed the equaliser 
soon after the break. 

Birmingham then had Paul 
Devlin sent off in the 57th 
minute and the Welshmen 
cashed in immediately when 
Tony Humes headed them 
ahead. Karl Connolly sealed 
the win. 

Portsmouth, watched by | 
new owner Terry Venables, 
claimed its sixth successive 
win with goals by Alan 
McLoughlin, Mathias 
Svensson and Lee Bradbury 
and could afford a Fitzroy 
Simpson penalty miss. Lee | 
Bowyer hit both Leeds goals. 

Veteran striker Mark 
Hateley put QPR ahead after 
4} minutes at London rival 
Wimbledon only for Marcus 
Gayle to equalise three 
minutes later and Robbie 
Earle to claim the winner. 

Tim Sherwood scored the 
day’s fastest goal to put 
Blackburn ahead at Ewood 
Park but Coventry’s Eoin 
Jess equalised in the 28th 
minute and Darren Huckerby |} 
got Coventry's winner just | 
before the break. 


elgium suffered an 
embarrassing 3-0 
defeat by Northern Ireland 
in a friendly in Belfast last 
Wednesday. 
Jimmy Quinn fired 
Northern Ireland ahead in the 


Northern 
Ireland 
stop 
Belgium 


Venables, who will divide 
his time between coaching 
Australia and running 
Portsmouth, will announce by 
the end of the week whether 
the club will build a new 
stadium. 

To do so will require 
raising $A10.8 million from 
private investors. 

“The potential here is 
frightening,” Venables said. 
“] plan to be here for a while. 
Lots of changes have to be 
made but there is the basis of 
a great club here.” 


14th minute and the scoreline 
remained that way until 
midway through the second 
half when Jim Magilton 
converted a penalty after a 
foul on Philip Mulryne. 

Mulryne headed the third 
goal two minutes from time 
to complete an impressive 
debut. 

The victory boosted 
Northern freland's 
confidence ahead of their 
home World Cup qualifier 
against European group nine 
leaders Portugal on March 
29. 


Belgium visit Wales for a 
group seven game the same 
day. 


Crossley earned Wales a 


friendly 
international 


of stunning saves 
by debutant Mark 


goalless draw in their 
soccer 
against 
Ireland in Cardiff last 


week. 


The Nottingham Forest 

goalkeeper, deputising for 
veteran Neville Southall, 
made no further slips after 
spilling a cross from lan 
Harte early in the game. 
A superb reflex save 
denied Wimbledon striker 
Jon Goodman a goal midway 
through the first half and late 
in the second, Crossley broke 
Irish hearts with “three 
acrobatic saves in quick 
succession 

He dived full length to turn 
a Goodman shot behind for a 
corner and then tipped 
headers by Tony Cascarino 
and substitute David Kelly 
over the bar, 

Bolton’s Keith Branagan, 
another debutant 


international, had less to do 
in the Ireland goal but he 
acquitted himself well. His 
best save frustrated Arsenal 
striker John Hartson a goal in 
the second half. 


ith the ann- 
ouncement last 
week that a brand 


new international club 
competition is about to be 
launched in July this year, 
Australian soccer fans may 
at long last see Australian 
clubs playing for real 
international silverware, 
real money and real 
prestige. 

The Asia-Pacific Football 
Cup should provide the best of 
Asian and Oceanian football, 

All four of this season’s 
Asian Champions Cup semi- 
finalists are lined up to take 
part, [wha Chunma and 
Pohang Atoms of South 
Korea, Piruzi of Iran and Al 
Zawra from Iraq. 

Unfortunately Japan’s J- 
League winners Kashima 
Antlers will not be there 
however, Nagoya Grampus 
Eight, the runners-up have 
agreed to take part and so the 
tournament should include at 
least the second best team 
from what is Asia’s richest 
and most glamorous club 
championship. 

According to Berti Mariani 
the tournament organiser, the 
Asian Cup Winners Cup 
holders Al Hilal of Saudi 
Arabia are virtual certain 
starters as will be Washigton 
DC United the USA 
Champions and hopefully, 
Orlando Pirates the 1995 
African Club Champions from 
South Africa. 

Add to this the ‘un-official’ 
Champions and runners-up of 
Oceania, or the Ericsson Cup 
Winners and Grand Finalists 
by definition, and you have a 
recipe for a mouth-watering 
feast of football in July. 


VENUE 
UNDECIDED 


The venue for this 
tournament has not yet been 
selected. The favourite, Hong 
Kong, will be in the middle of 
political turmoil because the 
British colony will be in’ the 
process of handover to China, 
at the very time that the show 
is scheduled to take place. 

Singapore is a strong 
candidate and hag just recently 
hosted the very successful 
‘Tiger Cup’ which is the 
national championship of 
ASEAN (Association of South 
East Asian Nations), and was 
won by Thailand. 

The third candidate for the 
inaugural Asia Pacific 
Football Cup is Melbourne, 
but then they bid for just about 
anything going. If there was a 
“Universe Cup’ you could bet 


your bottom dollar, 
Melbourne would be in there 
bidding for it, 


Notoriously poor crowds 
for soccer (only 10,000 tumed 


SOCCER 


up for Australia y NZ 
recently), would normally 
count against the world capital 
of aussie rules, but such small 
details have never deterred 


Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett 
before. 
His Major Events 


Organisation which ‘acquired’ 
the Formula One Grand Prix 
has apparantely put its not 
insignificant weight behind 
the idea. 


OCEANIAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
FIRST 


Any international 
tournament is always welcome 
for professional football clubs 
and in particular, the cash 
starved Australian outfits most 
of which live on the proverbial 
shoe string. 

But what will this 
tournament prove? In the long 
Tun it means nothing unless 
the winners can be crowned as 
‘champions of something’. 

To be called ‘Champions of 
the Asia-Pacific region’ would 
sound fantastic but to earn 
such a grand title, this 
tournament would still need 
the Champions of; Japan, 
China, Russia, Chile, Peru, 
Colombia and Mexico. 

This Asia Pacific 
tournament will only partially 
solve the long term problem of 
isolation and lack of real 
international competition 
which Australian football 
suffers from. When it is over, 
what then? 

A step by step approach has 
to be taken beginning with an 
Oceanian club championship. 
The very thought of such a 
thing sends some Aussie fans 
into convulsions of laughter, 
but it makes sense when 
viewed from other countries 
who neither know nor care 
about football in this part of 
the world. 

Soccer Australia favours a 
three-pronged tournament 
between the champion clubs 
of Australia, Japan and South 
Korea. 

But, though names like 
Ithwa Chunma and Kashima 
Antlers may sound interesting 
from our point of view, a 
name like Melboume Knights 
means nothing to Koreans and 
Japanese. 

The Knights are the 
Champions of Australia, so 
what? Johor, are the 
champions of Malaysia, a 
country with a similar 
population and where real 
football is followed by 
millions. 

So, why should the 
champions of Australia 
interest the Japanese more 
than the champions of 


Malaysia? Is this not some 
arrogant assumption that 
Australians are somehow 
special or even superior? 

However, if the Ericsson 
Cup winners could call 
themselves the ‘official’ 
Champions of Oceania, then it 
would be a different matter 
because they would be one of 
only six Confederation club 
champions in the whole world, 
We would be talking about 
status. : 

If and when Charlie 
Dempsey gets his Oceania 
club championship off the 
ground, Soccer Australia 
should embrace it 
wholeheartedly because. 
Indicrous as it may seem, 
winning such a competition 
will unlock many doors in the 
world for Australian club 
soceer. 

Look what winning the 
Oceania championships has 
done to Australian youth 
teams as well as the Olympic 


ASIA, 
AFRICA & 
OCEANIA 


Assuming an Oceania club 
Championship does get off the 
ground, several ideas have 
been mooted already. 

One in particular was an 
Oceania y Asia club 
champions play-off along 
similar lines to one which is 
already played annually 


between the champion clubs 
of Asia and Africa. 

The current holders of that 
prestigious encounter are 
Thwa Chunma of South Korea 
who crushed 1995 African 
supremos Orlando Pirates 
from Johannesburg, in a two- 
legged contest last year. 

But, even better still is the 
idea of a three-pronged 
tournament between the 
Champion clubs of Oceania, 
Asia and Africa. Surely this, is 
something that even a deaf, 
dumb and blind beggar could 
sell to the non-soccer 
Australian public. 


ASEAN 
CLUB 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Another interesting idea is 
to launch an ASEAN club 
championship. These ten 
South-East Asian countries 
already have their own 
national tournament “The 
Tiger Cup’ which as 
previously mentioned, was 
won recently by Thailand. 

-A far more permanent 
contribution to Australian club 
soccer would be a club 
competition involving this 
whole region which is now 
virtually recognised by FIFA 
as a ‘semi confederation’. 

At club level, the fully 
professional clubs of 
Malaysia, Thailand and 
Singapore would provide ideal 
competition for Australia’s 


semi-professional teams. 

An ASEAN club 
championship would probably 
include former Asian club 
back to back champions, Thai 
Farmers Bank who are are 
generally regarded as one of 
Asia’s great clubs. 

As an added interest, there 
would probably be an 
Australian player or two in 
some of these Malaysian 
teams such as Mehmet 
Durakovic who plays for 
Selangor 

Not forgetting of course 
that the combined population 
of these ten ASEAN countries 
is well over 400 million. 


WORLD 
CLUB 
COMPETITIONS 


The existing major world 
club football toumaments are; 


THE TOYOTA CUP: 


Played for by the reigning 
club champions of Europe and 
South America for the 
unofficial club championship 
of the world. 

Tt is to be expanded by 
taking in the champion clubs 
of Africa and Asia, thereby 
strengthening its claim to be 
the ‘official’ world club 
championship. 

Reigning Champions — 
Juventus of Italy. 
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THE EUROPEAN 
CUP: 


The ‘daddy of them all’, the 
original major ‘official’ club 
championship which kicked 
off in 1955 to find the 
champions of Europe, because 
the Continentals got sick and 
tired of hearing English boasts 
that the Football League was 
the best. 

Tt was twelve years before 
an English club — 
Manchester United in 1968, 
managed to win it, 

Reigning champions — 
Juventus of Italy. 


THE 
LIBERTADORES 
CUP: 


The club Championship of 
South America. This was 
inspired by the instant success 
of the European Cup and the 
first winners Penarot of 
Montevideo, Uruguay were 
crowned in 1960, four years 
after Real Madrid won the 
inaugural European version. 

Tt has always differed from 
its more famous trans-Atlantic 
neighbour, by including the 
runners-up, as well as 
champion clubs. 

They say imitation is a 
form of compliment and so it 
will be when from next season 
the European Cup will also 
include the runners-up from 
some of Europe’s stronger 
nations. 


AFRICAN CLUB 
CHAMPIONSHIP: 


First championship was 
decided in 1964 when Oryx 
Douale of Cameroon won it. 

Current holders - Shooting 
Stars of Nigeria. 


ASIAN CLUB 
CHAMPIONSHIP: 


First Championship was 
settled in 1967, when it was 
won by Hapoel Tel Aviv of 
Israel. 


Current Holders — Ilhwa 
Chunma of South Korea, 

These are the major 
international club football 
competitions in the world 
because they are quite simply 
designed to find the champion 
clubs of planet earth as well as 
each of FIFA’s four major 
Confederations, 

Of the two remaining 
Confederations, CONCACAF 
has had a club championship 
since 1962, but it’s only 
traditional soccer power 
Mexico, has never taken it too 
seriously. 

Now that USA has 
embraced the world game at a 
serious professional club level 
again, it might just take off. 

As previously mentioned, 
ASIA and AFRICA pit their 
Champion clubs against each 
other every year. 

OCEANIA is the ‘only 
Confederation without any 
kind of club championship 
whatsoever. 


Detailed updates of all games direct from London 
with John Boughtwood from 6.30am 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 18, 1997 


0055 5 2200 


In Pho-75c/min. Higher mobiles & payphones 


23 


Ee 


ae P ud a i) a 


aig tf 


et ¥ 


4 


an, Champions League 


